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Abstract

In 1972 Marquardt’s book 7zeology and Socialism: The Example of Kar/
Barth was published, and he claimed that Barth had developed socialist content
in his theology long before contemporary dialogues between Christians and
Marxists. However, Marquardt’s remarks about Barth’s socialism in theology
are too general to allow us to define its development and characteristics. It
would be helpful if we divide Barth’s theology into three periods: early,
middle and late periods, or Theology of Crisis, Dialectical Theology and
Church Dogmatical Theology. This article hopes to focus on Barth’s early
theology and explore the characteristics of Barth'’s socialist ideas in this early stage
by looking through Barth’s own views on socialism and other people’s remarks
on Barth. The author argues that apart from being influenced by Christian
socialism, religious socialism, Marxism and Leninism, the socialist thought
in Barth’s early theology was “Gospel Socialism in Praxis,” developed while
he was a pastor in Safenwil and dealing with workers’ problems. Barth holds
the following ideas: that the Kingdom of God has come to the poor; that
Jesus rejected the concept of private property; that socialist demands are an
important part of the application of the Gospel; that Christians can change
the world via socialism because God is at work. Studying the socialist
thought in Barth’s early theology can help illuminate the absurdity of the
so-called “inevitable ideological conflict” between Marxism and Christian
culture.

Keywords: Karl Barth’s Early Theology, Christian Socialism, Gospel Socialism
in Praxis, Marxism, Friedrich-Wilhelm Marquardt
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19724 Ly 72 /R 8 ( Friedrich-Wilhelm Marquardt, 1928-2002 ) HY Al
THREE (St DURR-ERAE) (Theologie und
Sozialismus: Das Beispiel Kar/ Barths ) . EH = . “FIELSEE i
555 BE EIEZ AT, B EMEh AR TihaE
N (sozialistischen Gehalt) , ” ﬁ\ﬁﬂﬁt, TR B T — iyfﬂ
ﬂfﬁiﬁlﬁ()@ﬁﬁ”%lb, FFR i 38 A A B s, B

, FAE197 15, LR /KiE ﬁT&%%*EME’J%zr%I% (Kirchliche
Hochschule ) BR(ir, DLUEPRETIEEAS BRI AR Sz 22 BedE 4 .
A THUN, 1ZFPERIZ E 7% ( Helmut Gollwitzer, 1908—1993 ) #f%
TRAREEIR, IR2%, LE/KEET 19729 3K15 THIME RS R 5010
FHEUIAL,  MHIFRR LA T PEAIA R 4R T (anti-communistic
press ) HFRITR M — M), TERL, 1EVRERAREN R A
H, DI B BR, HINE, EEEK, (AURIBLAK EE
FherR, BB L R T PRI 2 N AR 2 75, e
T X A5%EE (“socialism’book ) ﬁf@?éﬁ%ﬂl%i@ EEAE{” @ B, 7
PRI, SRR AL G GEBURHLS RBUE EiR
S, Kifn, # %&@ﬁ%ﬂﬂ?%ffz%ﬁﬂézfmlﬁé%ﬁ%ﬂi 2Ly

ASORESOEREEIIE Sy B SR 9 SCEEMOIT S (TE S
17BZW056 ) HIFHICMHE AR 22—, [ This article is a research related to the project “A study
on Literary & Artistic Influence in Marxist Fields of Vision ” funded by National Social Science
Foundation ( Project No: 17BZW056). ]

© Friedrich-Wilhelm Marquardt, 74eologie und Sozialismus: Das Beispiel Karl Barths
(Minchen: Chr. Kaiser Verlag, 1972), 340.

® Andreas Pangritz, “Epilogue: Friedrich-Wilhelm Marquardt—a Theological Biographical
Sketch,” in 7heological Audacities: Selected Essays / Friedrich-Wilhelm Marquard, ed. Andreas
Pangritz and Paul Chung (Eugene, Oregon: Pickwick Publications, 2010), 243.
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KRBy BRI o Hoak 2 8 CEAR . In B R ) N AE 9 A = AN B,
HOEH (19214ERT) , F Ml (19224E 5 19354F ) Rl (19364E %
19684F ) , KETDLS ERFIfEALIRY: . FRIEAE RN S 2 A
=R BB R o ® FEEL A AN B R LR A A
HEEVER: 1921 —— 5 AR 25 4E /K (Safenwil ) HUASIMHR LY,
FLEHERR (Gottingen ) (TAH %, | S BRI SS TR A K
IR AR TIE; 1935 F——aie NS INE HEE, [DIF5G -8~
EL2E/R (Basel ) KEFEFHIREERIN, Hsh% s 4 8 28O
Bl e, AT B BERR, HAdse b ek 28 B

U g (S E R SO RR BB RO LR ) L (iR
#) 201655556, 5170, [ LI Zhixiong (Robert C. LI), “On the Marxist Influence to Karl
Barth’s Theological Politics and the Related Self-Examination,” Studies in World Religion, vol.
6 (2016): 1. ]
P ER R S BRI FEAE e BT IA . EURRRO 26 TR FSEE- =R /K
(Eberhard Jingel ) FEAUERMEILISF .« (1) MITEEEN919F 5 —hify (& L%
)5 (2) #HEwRE:, B19274R 8 CREEEAEFR) 5 (3) #oGhe, 2 (#
SN ) FIRERE S, 7 2, Bberhard Jingel, Kaz/ Barth, a theological legacy, trans.
Garrett E. Paul (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: The Westminster Press, 1986), 27, FERFSER
DEAHEER B, MR R e L ELAF I b th e
HEREME. 7 ZIARET FRE . GREEERL—MEANR i A 2T
TN, FRRGEE, dbni: AOTHIGE, 20084F, 49466-467T. [ Paul Tillich, Hiscory
of Christian Thought: From Its Judaic and Hellenistic Origins to Existentialism, trans. YIN
Dayi. (Beijing: East Publishing House, 2008), 466-467. | RIZZEHHN AR E1932F 5%
T F) 6, HEIA AT,  “fern) TIERE 2150
AEIPEM. 7 SRR L POSED. CGVEZEARSE) (B=8) , RER. INL
P, Rt PRV GE, 20084F, $5470-471T1. [ Justo L. Gonzdlez, A History of
Christian Thought, vol.3, trans. CHEN Zemin, SUN Hanshu, et al. (Nanjing: Yilin Press, 2008),
470-471. ]
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B o ER S, B 1908FE R 1909 FfEL/RERSS], it
AR 238 B E/REBRHA & — MR E ¥4, 2S5 ERRZES)
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1911192 1 EURFE A — Z UM E R 25 4 /- FF 4 TAE, X0
MR R B ERNATE %R 1EASEBUN, MY £ PRI,
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“MoER A (Bit) HoRFEWR R 7 © U, KTy B
WEHARE S, (AP B IR g . “fblalizig B e
ARt R THA TS 4K, RAMEK 2Rk, 7 @

® Clifford Green, “Introduction: Karl Barth’s Life and Theology,” in Selected Writings of Karl
Barth: Theology of Freedom, edited by Clifford Green (London: Collins Publishers, 1989), 13.

@ Paul Silas Peterson, Zhe Zarly Karl Barth: Historical Contexts and Intellectual Formation
/905-1935 (Tubingen, Germany: Mohr Siebeck, 2018), 18.

% Bherhard Busch, KazZ Barth. His Life from Letters and A utobiographical Texts, translated
by John Bowden (Eugene, Oregon: Wipf and Stock Publishers, 2005), 82.

@ paul Silas Peterson, 7he Farly Karl Barth: Historical Contexts and Intellectual Formation
7905-1935 (Tubingen, Germany: Mohr Siebeck, 2018), 131.
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@ Colin Gunton, 7%e Barth Lectures, trans. & ed. P.H. Brazier (London & New York: T& T
Clark International, 2007), 23.
# 1bid., 22.
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S MER L AIRP T 2R B i 2 R 2 B R
Hoy AR EBRA £ 3 CRIEM . 7 @ R AT 2 R 5 A
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B R 54k & EE R BGA R DLB I 2 E H i, B
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HEOsS, ‘R TABERE! 7 TANEFESBERM . H4
W, ERMAESHETE, R TEER RIS T

¥ Paul Silas Peterson, ZZe Farly Karl Barth.: Historical Contexts and Intellectual Formation
/905-1935 (Tubingen, Germany: Mohr Siebeck, 2018), 23.

“ Ibid., 26.

¥ Ibid., 24.

“ Ibid,, 24.
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@ Karl Barth, “Jesus Christ and the Movement for Social Justice,” in Selected Writings
of Karl Barth: Theology of Freedom, ed. Clifford Green (London: Collins Publishers, 1989),
110-111.

@ Karl Barth, 7e Theology of Schieiermacher: Lecture ar Gortingen, Winter Semester of
7923/24, ed. Dietrich Ritschl, trans. Geoffrey W. Bromiley (Edinburgh: T & T. Clark Limited,
1982), 263.

@, Engels, “Supplement to 7%e Capital, Volume Three,” in 7Z%e Capital, Volume Il Karl
Marx, ed. F. Engels (Moscow: Foreign Language Publishing House, 1959), 871.

@ Karl Barth, Vortrige und Kleinere Arbeiten 1914-792/ (Zirich: Theologischer Verlag
Zurich, 2012), 153.

? Thid., 405.
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@ Karl Barth, “Jesus Christ and the Movement for Social Justice,” in Selecred Writings of
Karl Barth: Theology of Freedom, ed. Clifford Green (London: Collins Publishers, 1989), 112.

© Ibid., 103-109.

@ Karl Barth, Vortrige und Kleinere Arbeiten 1914-192/ (Zirich: Theologischer Verlag
Ziirich, 2012), 219.

@ Karl Barth, “Jesus Christ and the Movement for Social Justice,” in Selected Writings of Karl
Barth: Theology of Freedom, ed. Clifford Green (London: Collins Publishers, 1989), 108.
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@ Friedrich-Wilhelm Marquardt, “First Report on Karl Barth’s ‘Socialist Speech’,” in
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@ Paul E. Stroble, Jr., 7ke Social Ontology of Kar/ Barth (San Francisco: Christian
University Press, 1994), 21.

@ Paul S. Chung, Kar/ Barth: God's Word in Action (Eugene, Oregon: Cascade Books,
2008), 101.

® George Hunsiger, “Conclusion: Toward a Radical Barth” in Kar/ Barth and Radical
Politics, ed. & trans. George Hunsiger(Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1976), 181.
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@ Cf. Josef L. Hromadka, 7Ze Thoughts of A Czech Pastor (London: SCM Press Ltd.,
1970), 86-92

Y BWAEME: (ETDBNHSUERSCEG) | SN Rk R,
20174F, #568-721, [ Cf. LI Zhixiong (Robert C. LI), A Ziterary Study Considering Marx
and His Culture (Zhengzhou: Henan University Press, 2017), 68-72. |
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