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Abstract

Unearthed artifacts of sacrificial vessels suggest that a Chinese religious
consciousness can be found as early as the late Paleolithic Age, while from
the beginning of the Neolithic Age, a large number of carved symbols have
been unearthed in the ruins of historic sites in China. These carved symbols
appear to be closely tied to Chinese characters, and suggest a possible origin
for ancient Chinese characters. This article considers the carved symbols
discovered at different sites, including Wuyang Jiahu (the earliest), Banpo
(at the heart of early Chinese civilization) and Liangzhu (on the margins of
ancient Chinese civilization along the Changjiang River) and proposes that
these carved symbols imply a rich variety of religious elements. Based on this
discovery, the author argues that religious elements might be a key force in
the creation of Chinese characters, a finding that demands we rethink the
origin of Chinese characters.

Keywords: prehistorical Chinese characters, carved characters, religion,
unearthed artifacts, early Chinese civilization
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it ) —F, R AT AR R W AN L E R BN T
TE ST 2R Y

RFEE TR RO TE, MIEXEAZRFEREE, MEHEEH=
MER PR B M A . RBEERR, Aﬁﬁ%mﬁ%%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ@%
N EhBAAAfE FH—fE g T B8 B A TTHT40004E K, ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%
@%E?@ﬁ%%,Hﬁfﬁ%%ﬁiﬁﬁmmif%,U%%m%
B, B2, BEEREZORRES — @8RG, e
MREBNCERTRRETEREANT 206, HERNOMEER, 5t
AITH KRBT BRERHE. K2 A T RS EikiE, A
MM TEE IR IR Z BT, 3t H P8 B AE B R B eh O R IR SR W B ED — 7K
B, WA N R DLAE B M BB E YR, FTLLNE R
&, BE—D, NMEHR, BAREZFHEH TR BTSN
g8, M ANRGFHET, RE2ZEODRREE ORI, FBHER

VOREIRE: (XCFRIFEFILNA G EREL MEFRFOEERWT)
#HCEEEMT (75) ), 20064, #54H, [LAI Guolong, “A Linguistic Perspective in
Research on the Origin of Characters and Archaeological Research on the Origin of Characters,”

Archaeological Research, n0.6(2006): 54.]
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T REE TR R e A . FEER R IER, AR
FEVEN B HRIRENE B AR o ERE, JURMGTEHE, B2
EEZLHEESERNLE (Z2EEH) , B, ZHENEEERSR T
RIS — B A T
BRI VA Y, BRI EnESE, BER
A fE I RERI SR P R M Et R R by B meE, AR E R
EE, PP FRAE R — A EREN AR TR T
R, AN EEBERESEHNFNER. T, ARHEEERE
BEIZENFREREGRE, KNS EEMEXFNEGR, EREEEA
A AL
R ESCE A B R EI 2 EAT TR AT, M LI, B M3kE
B RS EUENFARAER, BR VR EFRIKPAR 1T
REFRE, SEMHMPEESHY “AREFR B2 ToWEH.
“BREETH” RTEEY FRRXERENSESR PR ER
KHy—E, RERRERERE, i (2KREK-EF) (EIE
F-hE) %
BEFLEEERNEZEEESEAHEN, RAEEEE
BRI, BARRER=, BB HGHR. BE L, “88E FB2E
FEI\EWNRZE, ERNERNBIEHEEMEA, mEZ T EE
MG ETRRENELE R, FEMERMEE (HEHE) hrdR. “k
m2E, EHERERMAY, REIRE A b, S
B, MERZPTFEETREAZZ, " P “GHEEEH" hRE
BMBE Y “FH” WEBREHEN S, & (F8) B (FHX) B

VHEE: (BEXTRERR) , B (HREL) , 199755848, $e0-67H,
[GONG Yushu, “New Theory of the Origin of Sphenogram,” World History, no.4(1997) 60-
67.]

P ERME: (EREE) , AL HERBEGE, 19944, $1H. [WANG
Guowei, New Proof for Classic History (Beijing: Tsinghua University Press, 1994), 1.]
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EHEE Y. ER AR AR

R’E, BEEHTRAN—EHE, ERREAEENSE.

HESCH, B, BEFERS, i —i, REEGKEEE
H B THOAR 2845 (Shamanism rationalized ) ” ZH B X1k
AR EZNHEZ — —Jm %7 B2 “AR” , 2 “AR”
MR, “HEMBERM, MEIARE” 5 H—Thm, “E£7 XE
“HRT ROERVE(LROBTBEEE. O EFERFEE, KMERBEPSRELR, hE
WA, i (AE RAJUE) R BB EOE, BKE A,
B, BA Bl T BEHRZEN N ERIGEHN. REBE
(BMELZF) PEM: “XHEE, F M2, 7 ABEREEH
RIEEEE, HZBEORR, BERR2RAREN. “BHEEZEHR
HEHEN S EREE, BB ANMEER T HEERR R FrE A
R, FE LTS Hy VEREXZEHNERIEN, R0
FEERH T8, MPEEMFREEE THRES,

w2, NERHFEEHENBEWAETIENST, BREB TR
FEHNEE, ERELAEMBFEY T, MAVIBERED, T3
RIEEEFRIFERAGE TEEA, RIANR 2 ERME HEL%H
FFS%, 18 4E0F 5% OB Anfer 4 TR il R | A2 R 4 Ry ar Bkt =R
BIEES, MRBEVENFTHFFREESLESWARE, REE
B R IR P R e AT DS B U R R T

VAR, (SmEME) , i RiEESGHGE, 20124F, H5-26H. [LI
Zehou, Tradition of Shamanism (Shanghai: Shanghai Translation Publishing House, 2012),
5-26.]
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