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The Rise of Medieval Litérary Criticism

wmEH FTEARKF

Yang Huilin Renmin University of China

AEXRE]

-~ The propagation of the Christian faith in Medieval Europe is at

“ionce the Christianization of Europe as well as the Europeanization of
@hristianity. In the process, Christian literary criticism as a disci-

-ipline evolved in Medieval Europe as a unique form of critique. Par-
sticularly worthy of mention is the religious fervor expressed in Me-
:dieval European art and the theology of aesthetics that developed a-

“long with it.

‘#-. - From the vantage point of Chinese culture, the uniquehess of
:Medieval European Christian literary criticism can fairly readily be
appreciated through a cross-cultural and interdisciplinary study of
the subject matter. It is distinct from classical criticism, ‘not> SO
‘much in the timing of its development, but in its basic cultural
-premise. Literary criticism of the Middle Ages does not deal with a
nationally based body of writings; rather, it is international in ap-
plication. As a result, related research led to an overall understand-
-ing of the roots of European culture and its subsequent cultural con-
cepts, instead of a narrowly defined literary theory.

This paper places the beginnings of Christian litérary criticism

in the period between the 4th century and the Age of the Carolin-
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gians. The three antecedent traditions, which influenced its concep-
tion, included the ancient Roman tradition of grammar, rhetoric
and logic, the patristic tradition of allegorical Vcriticisr'n defined by
Clement and Ofigen , and the Neo-Platonic tradition of Protinus. In
the literary criticism of this formative period, we observe extensive
efforts in form research, comparative research, and allegorical anal-
ysis, etc. Commentary, versification, interpretation, typology ,
analogy, and poetry allied to theology are commonly featured in this
discipline. St. Augustine provided the most comprehensive theolog-
ical aesthetics treatise for this period, as represented in his theologi-
cal interpretation of the concept of mimesis where aesthetics provid-
ed the theological lenses through which to view the Absolute and
the Mysterious, where theology is redirected from the objective to
the subjective reality of the heart. Through Augustine; Christian
literary criticism developed its characteristic form, setting it dis-
tinctly apart from the ancient Greek tradition. Thus, foundations
were laid for the ensuing period from the ‘Age of the Carolingians to

the Age of Monasticism.
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1 P REE I SE BRI O

ALFETEIT AR R A B, FEAR 2 & i — B ] B AR X A it
AT T R ER A AR S U KRR A EE.E
#1974 4 HARAYC P2 SCE TR E L5 128 ) (Medieval Liter-
ary. Criticism: Translations and Interpretations, by O. B. Hardison,
R Dhes i TEZHIRINA « “%?*ﬁfﬂé‘]i’?ﬂﬁ ER:ipuSiE )
*Xﬁ%ﬂ? »® ,
© it 40 SO A S RS T B R SR D IR IR H A
‘ﬁ-? (BB AR st OB B R A 8 EERIN . HIEMRE
FET 4 RIEE R AR AR CFEF R FER LR Z G, it
RSO RO IR A AR L R . NN R EE S P i
BTG R R A LB H R R S0 SCE I T E A
A, B T DL R AR 8 SO R B BN OB 0 B R AR
fE & BT U - o i 48 S0 R L BR A, T AS R EDR #9 .7 (“Medieval
Literature is international, not national. ”){H 3% I8 B % A1 & 5| ¢
%%ﬁﬁ)’(?"ﬁ% BRI AR,

80 AEAR LAY , T R A SR R A LB ,Wﬁﬁk%‘ﬁfﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂ
A0 1952 45 R A4 it 40 SCIR B 92 48 B (S SO LT AP
48 Hﬂ‘,ﬁ;ﬁ»(Enghsh Literary Criticism: The Medieval Phase, by I.
W.H. Atkins), 28 T 35 Z MR BLRR . 1969 G iR
Ay (i 48 5% ) (The Esthetics of the Middle Ages,by Edgar.
de'Bruyne) JABE A TR EA Y. FAMEH, SRER
ST LA SCER RN . FI, 1963 4RI i jtE 247
R ORE S 1 B"J (A2 ) (“Stylistics” , by Hans Glunz) ; 3 B

@ O.B. Hardison, Jr. %5 . Medieval Literary Criticism;_Translations and In-
ter pretations, New York: Frederick Ungar Publishirig Co. , 1974; 5§ 35T,
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AT 1928 4 AR A C el HE L4 2 5595 ) (Medieval Rhetoric
and Poetics, by C. S. Baldwin) ; {E &% tH 40 302 38 25 4 4% 0B
FHE R M IR,
HEE+HILVE, A AR EEMEEEED P HDCRHE
B RHEHAME . TR R SO B I P R R AR Y [ A A
WH AR Ha, B “F it 22 89 ” (Medieval) 5 “¥i7 #iL (# ” (Classical).
Z B A MK F? e, MM HE T (Allegorical criticism, X %8
EHCPE) B B oy S A Ay p i g SRR AL (B ST BB R 2
B w7 7E , T H— ER Plr, BRI AICHT 1 e E AT 2 it
72 i 38 ¥ (Philo) . 35 5E 1 (Clement) . 8 F1] 4> (Origen ;185 — 254) %
4 T X 26 A BE & 50 0 S SO, ZE R ) B IR o B E 0
SRR BRI A, 4Rk i1 BT IH B R 35 YE 2 B
PP WP R F R Frig g “dy $7 F ot 207 9 R R B ) R
2, T S35 WO R R B SC Ak W (cultural perspective), T f#iX —
Ao B2 R T A 40 SO R R .
FEAE B HE AW BIE S, XTTW_L%?E/J*EIZQE"?C%M
@@@UTE%E’]VF%a}ﬁT@%gﬁﬁEj@ﬁ%%ﬁﬁ\#H%@Jéﬁ
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W) 2 A S B , 45 il B J:’I@l‘ﬁﬂ’] 1R b5 J:[{%%ﬁﬂ/lﬂf"
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REKFER S ERPHERY, R P ENERHERBEAR
(Quitilian,35—96) , iR “35 7 & CH “IE# T RGBT
(922 7] ” (“the science of correct speaking and the reading of the po-
ets”), JER,ATE 4 A MBI ¥ R 4L B (Victorinus) B
WUl BRI BRI A SR RRE, U R ERE T HABE M
FIE"( “the science of interpreting the poets and historians and the .
method of correct spéaking and writing”) , ffA 12 2 ZFE 545
RLFINE T X B —FREE R “RrUR T8, B IR R R R 2 B
K EIFE R (“Poetry Belongs to grammar, which is the mother and -
sourcé of its study”) @, & 13 40 iEE Y —FHANAE,TE 14—
15 e, B X EHZHAXFHEWENH— B TSR FHUCER
WLEEREDST « BEMGB LT RZRFHIR—F, FH g
(Erasmus, 1467 —1536 ) W3R 2| L F| B, E B IR EHKRER I T
LW TR A BB A G S0 EE AE
B TR A SCIR TR B Bt . ’ ‘
PIOSIERE R P R R T SR RN
B AR TEE 4 E XM IE (Commentary or gloss)oy XFRPEE
aERTE L 38 R TR AR W B 2R AR, B & 1T 4 A R By R
], EA R E 4 £ 4T (Donatus, 4 18 FO X RACH M
& FE 4k (Servius, 4 i ?EX)XT?E%?;T\' 0] %Iﬁ PA K % HE #) (Pro-
phyry) R RLETHHERE . IBLKAHIPSR LI H 895 FAE T
BOMRBEREOL, RERNT MEERSE. FRMIIMTE
HFEIRA B IERE” (grammatical commentary) , 5 & H 4 HEE

" @ O.B. Hardison, Jr. 595 : Medieval Literary Criticism: Translations.and In:
ter pretations, 7 W,
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PP PR RN R B 7R/ A IR R,
%HTE‘?HL AEEH)IHEER XA TH S D%,
%*‘?ﬂﬂ]ﬁﬂiiﬁﬂzauﬂ‘] 5—8 fit42, % 11—12 fit43, Lhr LR AL
gﬁ f-‘;;n‘«x WIERE.

ﬁﬁ\%ﬁﬁiﬁﬂ:(versxhcatlon) Zﬂﬁ‘ﬂﬂ“ Z %H’Jﬁiﬂiﬁ%%@ﬁd
/\ %jsmﬁ.ﬁ"%ﬁ{f(spelhng ). B35 Xl 43 (syllabification ). A K&
“TE % & 47 (vowel quantities); T & 2 J&§ % X B A X 7+
g(fprosody)ﬂf‘ﬁﬂ‘ib S T LATE L R SR ) — P . R
BRI ERE, AR IR, PR S SR M AR R IR
AT 5“0 7 F 2o 57 7 2 “ 17 56 7T 2 B, B BT R Y
R UE T ERME T, R e A IR 7 (heroic
verse) .
B ((%I/\EE))(Ecclesmstlcal Hlstory)ﬂ"ﬂflf%t[ﬁ@(Bede 672 BY, 673
,—~v735) YEREAEYWHER. BFEEGANERASE 24
8 KT Z A H) 604 —800 SEGEGEHR N “ L BT {7 (The Age of
Bede) . fth 9 TECIR L) AL N FRIR LR AU B R 2 A L0 T
“® % ” (accentual prosody YT RERHRKERZ —. Mk
KB AT RSS2 S EVHRETRE, X
T S0 T 04 6 W3 R R R At T R P BT B RE LR 19
20 f SE VR 98 3 SCRRE, AT 3 2R T LA LB ek A PP A 3
B0 AR R LA - ?%ﬂ‘ﬁ%é@ﬁ?ﬁ Ehr ER—FhP LR R
KHLTP”

A4 —FRREABFST (List of authors) o ﬁ%})\ﬁ%’ﬁﬁﬂ‘]‘{ﬁﬁ
B EANTRASTEER LR RS, MESEER
(Plutarch) *t 2?51”!:\, #7 (Terence) 1k 7§ & (Menander) il DA HLEE .
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sius,360—435) 4RI 3R T —Fh 5 IR B K BIRY
B R LB P I R AN . B DRSO B, X — 1%
SER g P R HER RGBT A O SRR k. A
%1 (Jerome , 340— 420) 84 1 - “J TUE 2 38 {1160 75 BE J2 /8407, B A1)
(s, B ATRI AR ELER” . bR Y7 B SE 00 ME 2, (232D
BH AR T WL SR Celegy) . FETH T M0 N3 M . A
(Bede) 5 2 MR, A M« L0030 VR FEAE RS , € H A iT VR ER A ) 28
118, 119 B 24K, (T 3K ) 2 3% Bl (biblical drama) ; fth 3% %5 ¢ 245 1A
VBRI R T (BRI ) e R (R B ), TR IR S
B ” (mixed form) By FEH], O - , :

KAF 11 H4E, RIS SR T I, RITTLUE
51 5 4 558 09 SCHR L 2K JB K 3 4 15 9 B L4 (Conrad , 1070 —
1150) Ff 2 ¢ BT 55 48 ) (Dialogus Super Acteures), HA#E[“H A
ERR A B RS, EE . R EERE LA,
By LR SO B R, R TE R A B R EUANR
R 4 HHRM R T HRSER . e R (% e, U R
T H IR FER | |

BRI AR LR E A, BB T SRR P LTRSS
B A SRR, K4 T AR R FR DR R
) % 5, ] B A % — Rt 5 A 7B 58 S “He AR
Bl 2 PR M B T R B3 , SR WIS R > T 5, 7@
E—E XS EE SR SIEES UGB,

B AR AR BTG , (BB T R T B R B
fIE5E A B R K B AR A 15 40, 1 — S B B MR A 5 B At

@ O.B. Hardison, Jr. £48E : Medieval Literary Criticism: Translations and In-
ter pretations, 55 9 T, :
®@ O.B. Hardison, Jr. 485 : Medieval Literary Criticism: Translations and In-.
ter pretations, 55 9 W, . o
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0 (Cato, ¥ 15 B TAEL R , 36 B M A5 L) A TERT 6 408
(Aesop)» 4 BRI T L BT 15 M 4E W44 (Avianus) , A TCHI
106 F—ATTHT 42 FH T DE AR MERKTEEF (Cicero) , AT 39
65 4EH B T EE A AT (M. A. Lucanus, B EER MBS E T, H#t
BRARRET E R, RO B AR, B R
B, X BB S BN T A S B vk, AT
RN R A B RN T B AN ER(XE),
THERF TR oy T2 25 /R B0 e S AT BL BT (R 2 ), b o 7T LA AR S 4
TRE=HRMTISE, |
g IR A M T K 5 V6 5 R R R B ALE X
R BN BANBESTEAY G S, UTEEBR T HxE
SRR B . A R 5 0 BB S0 2 2 Ak, HETT P2 A T T
PN ' L ; - S

B QBRE S R
Do R oA R A TG SR 7R BT I TS
TR BEI7 22 NN A MY 5 T < LRI B B i
22 ) AR TL IR 2R L TP 40 T S ) L 7R AT SRR A STk,
WE b @GR M F B EE, RS
(Demetrius 44 JCHT 1 H42) B CGE XA Y(On Style ), B SH
GEER), TFF 2 Pl S TR0 B BRI & “HER AR L
BRI, BRI G R IERF MW, E b
T ARG A5 LR A2 R A a7
(decorum) PRI E B T RFFEE, B EHES X B RED
T . H—O7 T R B % 5 R, LLBEBA H v
BEA , EMRM SRR R EERBA T BB 7%,
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DB H S e e iE . — Ak B 16 D, T RS
B W AT A A ML 2R : |
TEsA Tt 40, 4 B TR D R R O 2 SO T S U B A T
W Z MG TR B R X R W EEGEEZ AR ) (Ars Grammatica) . 5
S o s A\ SRR I R I R — B B A A “ SRR
REANT EHLE R THUAE", -
A TR B R A G 2R P R B B
TR AR, T S SR GR 2 EHNE & F RN B RN
B, R (BE2EEX—FHEENARITELEE R, LH
CGREEHEE 16 #4848 N T 30, e 2 P BAF 4%
Wi,
it 40 AR SE T LA IR B AU R RS B T, B 4 B R M
6 #9 (B4 /R ) (Interpretation Vergicianae) , PR 5 it 28 #g T [
H 2 (A 45 ) (Saturnalia Y85 T AP B X T 45 /RE KSR,
(B ROM R, EE WIS A LTI —8E RGP
BB R A R AR A R, B R T E A
FoUT  F BB B BRI ML RO BURE . S AT TE X A F PR
THERERGBREEE, AR EURRERARYRR,
T A 5 A A PO R, B RO R+ =
CREGER, . | | o
I W R R b RAE B D R R VB PR
B L B A R T B R RA RN R B R
Aan orator or a poet)?"® fBIK X EHIBR I T 4% /FHE
B I TR , AT 44 1 o 7 LA P DB R O R T SR
THUEREZ K, MHPSEEN AL, RENEHNAE
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PR AR BT R R R — B R R D FIRDE
AR —BBUER, CER SR TR R BB S H
| (Ennius, A TCHT 239 4F — A TCHT 169 48) . LAk BABBESEHIIAE
R AR E R, ﬁﬁ?éjfl_—ﬁxj:ﬂﬁ“%ﬁi”siﬂtﬁﬁﬁ
A B SCIR AR AL R A T4 3 |
 BUMEREGR R, BRI — f{“?ﬁﬁ% H)ZﬁﬁﬁiZEl’Jszm
PR, ST AN B 22 TR A B 2 R T
ZWA BT 1213 AN “FE” FRR PR, RS S ey
SUIREBLEA POE A R (RUR  SCHR T AR 5 A R4, — BB 5T
K XM TE RSB IRAY A A, L IE R P R B B
HEE IR AL, (HRR B %1H B 28 John of Salisbury,
1125—1180) U B o4 th - N B BE 22 1R R3¢, 1 1 R E W R K
FRMFBEM M, BRI B REW AR , A1
AR LR T B, MG R E— ML TR, 7O i
,ﬁﬁ'ﬁfﬁ{(,fi?ﬁﬁ%?&((:athedral schools) S B ZE 3R 2 4= 17 [
“e NTFST” BT HERY BE YR 3 B2 , T U4 528 A kAT DT HL 1y
P B AR <2057, BT, “ﬁz”mfxﬁmda%ﬁmwﬁa
EHEEEE
KIS B A R, iznjfjliijrgf*%ﬂiéﬁ—%ﬂ:/f%‘
BEAHIATE 3 HHE M 2R T LK (Alexander) , {2 At
LRI AT TR B R R4, B 12— 13 42, K B K S 1B
B RERLAE A W R X, B % 4 10 “CRH 2 47 (The War of
Liberal arts), PIE/RE R0 E’JﬁA?&ﬁﬁ%Ps‘ DAL R kA
OB N R R B A R ARG BT, 1732 B, %k E
2 A Henri & Andeli 5 F#(EZ Z 4% ) (The Battle of the Seven

D O.B. Hardlson Ir. #%WE: Medieval Literary Criticism Translatzons and In-
terpretatzons FBI13THW
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Arts), 2 AT Suteo .

“ERFTERBAE—E,
CRABEEAKNER,
EAMMEERE.,
AR T Ko 4 Uty o R 7

W EETFER NSO

B -2 B R R B A, 24 I8 2 TE AT i 1A SCHY 3C
BHEFBENENRT O XARER BT FETHLTUE
DCHYRTIR S L TR R 13 7 — B4 B M A U B 2 T 3R, 3
H B ARG T B £ A W S BB AR i — 3R
ST R E—FFER, R R EE TR R
35, TR R BOE 2 RS E IR “Bh” X — 2R i, FEFT LA
akc %%ﬂﬁ%%{%ﬂijﬁiig@ﬂ’]ﬂ:{f*ﬁﬁﬁ%J'_L',,I:KﬁHU\“]EE
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1198)
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ﬂéﬁ'ﬁ'%’m“ﬂﬁ%mmﬁzlﬁfﬁﬁﬁ_ﬁ”ﬂﬁmﬂb e A it Al
CRFEIY EEE RN B EE RN 5EEed LK
RHIREF ,E%Tﬁ%ﬁ%iﬂiﬁﬂﬁ%%é?ﬁiaﬂﬁm%ﬁ%% i1 HHT
e —ERE B HRERKIASTE . |
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2 ML p A R LR IR R A CE R R A — —JEZH
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YRR ITDE - WA B A K « B (Roger Bacon,1213—
201 HRHE T 1 SE BB R R A UM B B 2 O T
BB RBEE N W E N —FE S, B SRR 5
CHRSCEMER M, (T RO TR E 4 ) b
R R DB — R BT B FIEZUREEHG (Albertion Mus-
sato, 1261—1320)F1 |l F R B H T 8B AR SRR A L
S8 (poetry teaches virtues) , 3 HiA 5 [HFE B+ 2 (B _E2)
E@Xﬂ,ﬁ STAH TR S 2 F ‘ﬁ” (poetry is allied to theology), iX
B LSO TR A SO R R TS, A T
iﬁi%%ﬂh&%fﬂmﬁﬁi$%&&ﬁ?%?ﬁﬁ%fﬁ

3. t-ﬁﬂﬂ’cﬂﬁﬁﬂiﬂﬂuéﬁiﬁﬂﬂﬁia-ﬁﬁ

AT 313 LT S A S RO A A
BN AR YR, R BRI AT A R e
YRR . LB AR ST T (Aurelius Augustinus,
354— %@%Aﬁﬁ%%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁwﬁ%L—mﬁﬂﬁi%ﬂ
AW,

| ,ggﬁwﬁ%mzﬁrm,ﬁﬁﬁ%%ﬁ?m%—?%m
RIS, — T M SO R T R BSR4 2 I AR £ 8
HILRTHY 5—8 M 2 ], B — 8 RO MR SO B B
TR BRI L & G E , XEER M
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B EOT A SR S B, B SR T B
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CXFHEHES TR EE”.© B TEL(FEZ B
B B R4 X S LB R , R R IE S BT R R R
LR B B BESO) TR RSO R AR, A8 LR
H 3P TE RT3 A LIRS R SO SRS, T EL BB BUR “ AR 2R
G AT 487 /R R B RO S RAER B FE T
fEh 0 M B HIEE RO, M B Sl X — KRR E
R B E RSB YE - T % (Rabanus Mau-
rus, 780 B 784 856) ECIRH LM P, T A EHELE T+
S 2R B SO TR R R R AT P S e M B T
TG FER IR, R0 AR PR A i )R XA AR B f 20—
EMFE - MR RIUA AR TE  BEIE R E N1 B
S, MERP R R EALBR. BB NE RIERE R
B —BHBEEAN, xf%~¢bm@m%%ums;n§m bm
H,79
%ﬂggzﬂ*mmm,@ﬁﬁ/\xﬁr@ﬁ«xmﬁ%fﬂ
i —E TR R B S AER R, TX 5 E B DR B S ENE
e e o B BRI R B N B i AR R R, R
S S AL T 7 B SOk B T A (PR B SO 24 S R T A B
s, P A VI £ % (Bsidore) W55 BRI A A8 115 A
BREEHAE LA AERES, (HARERAREHRE
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@ HEEREECPIE L), REM R A, 1991, 5 101 5. 5
® O.B. Hardison, Jr. 8455 ;. Medieval Literary Criticism: Translations and I”‘
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LR EHOCFRHIFHNGE 153

B, - | -
et 4L LTS 2 Vo A 9 SURUAL B W B Hti S
VE R SRR B S AT RO RE AR, LA 3 AT ST TR AR
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TEH A B VAR5 4, 7E A 6 STAL AL B SCA FR R TT DA%
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TSV AR ERFT T A0 SRBO  BF R S RS R 3 e P
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