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Religion has greatly influenced the conceptualization of love.
The religious element plays a significant role, especially in shaping
- the cult of ‘love in the West. In Chinese literature, love is predes-
tined and transcends death itself. In Western literature, the subjec-
. tive and irrational aspects of love are emphasized. While love in Chi-
nese literature is often portrayed in terms of objective relationships
.that; climax in a happy ending, Western literature depicts the sub-
jective and irrational nature of love, leading to a tragic ending.

-In literature’s depiction of marriage we also see the influence of
religion and the difference in religious attitudes between China and
the West. Chinese novelists tend to focus on the constancy of true
love while Western novelists focus on the violent passion of love in
winning the beloved. The Western concept is largely shaped by the
traditions of 'Greek mythology s Christian ‘mysticism and meta-
physics. In China’, since the end of the Ming Dynasty, passionate
}ove gradually found a place in the literary conceptualization of love
as well. Seen as quasi-metaphysical, emotional love was envied and

respected by some, because it represented a power that could tran-
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scend the laws of nature and overcome death itself. Another area
where religion impacted culture’ s notion of love is in the develop-
ment of the cult of the woman. Again, with Chinese and Western
traditions, while both are molded by religion, the); have taken on.
very different expreésions. In China, the cult of the woman under-

went marked changes in the second half of the Ming Dynasty.
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