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Thomas Aquiinas is the crowning theologian of the Middle
Ages. Not only was he a great thinker, but he was also a poet. He
wrote ‘many hymns in his lifetime, some of which are still sung to-
day. This paper offers a’ traﬁslation, appreciation, and analysis of
‘three of Aquinas’ hymns. From a careful analysis of the genre of
hymns like “Sing, ‘O: Tongue”, the author'summéri’zes‘thg ‘TWo
‘artistic distinctives of his poetic works of praise. The first distinctive
is its sacramental nature. The beauty he achieves in the hymnodic
form' through his use: of Latin raised Latin -hymnology to new
heights of virtuosity. The second distinctive is its. musicality. His -
lyrics are popular in style, embellished by a fine sense of rhythm
and emotive expressiveness, thus enriching the legacy of ancient

hymnody.
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