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In the late 17th century, Western Europe was monolithically
Christian. By the late 20th century, religious pluralism ruled. While
the majority of the population still claimed to be Christian, many
people had little contact with their churches. Significant minorities
of agnostics, atheists, and adherents to other religions began to
appear. How this came about is a long and complex story, begin;ling
around 1690 and continuing right up to the present day, with social,
political, intellectual and cultural changes all playing a part in the

process.
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@ %W Thus in E.]J.Hobsbawm, The Age of Revolution 1789—1848 (New York
1962), ch 12, it is a tool of anti-religious polemic, with-many of the more beneficial changes
during this period being ascribed to secularization’ , while in the works of Alan D. Gilberrt,
such as The Making of Post-Christian Britain (London 1980) it is a tool of anti-liberal
polemic. :
® £ W Michael MacDonald, ‘ The seculariiation of suicide in England 1660—
1800, Past & Present, 111 (1986), pp.50 — 100, repeatedly describes the move towards
a more medically influenced interpretation of suicide as an example of secularization, although
it might better be seen in the terms in which contemporaries understood it, as a shift towards
a more ‘rational’ form of religion,

® % For instance, Callum Brown, The Death of Christian Britain ( London
2000) tends to overstate the influence of Christianity in general and evangelicalism in partic-
ular in nineteenth-century Britain, while totally dismissing the influence of Christianity in the
period from the 1960s onwards. '

@ & See Hugh McLeod, Secularization in Western Europe 1848—1914 (London
2000), pp.13—15, and passim, for fuller explanation of these suggestions,
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@ &n A somewhat similar chronology is used by Olaf Blaschke in an important revi-
sionist article, ‘Das 19. Jahrhundert: Ein Zweites Confessionelles Zeitalter?’ Geschichte
und Gesellschaft, 26 (2000), pp.38 — 75, where his ‘19th century’ runs from 1830 to
1960,

@ 3 MW John McManners, Church and Society in Eighteenth-Century France, 2
volumes (Oxford 1998) describes in unparallelled detail how one such established church
worked. For an overview, see Ole Peter Grell and Roy Porter, Toleration in Enlighten-

ment Europe (Cambridge 2000)
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@ %MK V.G.Kiernan, The Duel in European History: Honour and the Reign of
the Aristocracy (Oxford 1988); Keith Thomas, ‘°The Double Standard,’ Journal of the
History of Ideas, 20 (1959), pp.195 —216; Olwen Hufton, The Poor of Eighteenth-Cen-
tury France 1750—1789 (Oxford 1974), pp-45 — 83, 306-17, 349 -51,
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@ Z MW G.V.Bennett, ‘The Conflict in the Church,’ in Geoffrey Holmes (ed. ),
England after the Glorious Revolution (London 1969), pp.157 — 65; Lucian Hoélscher,
‘Sﬁkulafisierungsprozesse, ’ in Hans-Jirgen Piihle (ed.), Biirger in der Gesellschaft der
Neuzeit (Gottingen 1991), pp.241 — 52,
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@ £ See Werner K. Blessing, Staat und Kirche in der Gesellschaft (Gottingen
1982), an excellent study of nineteenth-century Bavaria, which shows the enlightened bu-
reaucracy of the early nineteenth century giving way to a closer alliance between a conserva-
tive monarchy and a conservative Catholic church,

® %W MacDonald, ‘Secularization of Suicide’ o

® £ The case of mid-Victorian scientists is well described in Frank M.Turner,
Contesting Cultural Authority (Cambridge 1993),
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@ £ See the various case-studies in Hugh McLeod (ed. ), European Religion in
the Age of Great Cities (London 1995) o

® £ This section is based on Hugh Mcl.eod, Religion and the People of Western
Europe 1789—1989 (Oxford 1997), pp.13—21,
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@ Thisis thé thesis of Jeffrey Cox, English Churches in a Secular Society : Lambeth
1870—1930 (Oxford 1982).
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@ £ See Gerald Parsons, ‘There and back again? Religion and the 1944 and 1988
Education Acts,’ in Gerald Parsons and John Wolffe (eds.), The Growth of Religious Di-
versity : Britain from 1945, 3 volumes (Manchester 1994), I, pp.161 —198,

® £ W McLeod, Secularization, pp.58 =59
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@ %% McLeod, Secularization, pp.149 — 169, ‘
@ Thomas Nipperdey, Deutsche Geschichte 1800—1866 (Munich 1983), p.496.
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@ £ W Vernon L. Lidtke, ‘Social Class and Sééularization in Imperial Germany;
The Working Classes,’ Yearbook of the Leo Baeck Institute, 25 (1980), pp .21 — 40;
Hugh McLeod, ‘Protestantism and the Working Class in Imperial Germany, ' European
Studies Review , 12 (1982), pp.323 —45,

@ # . Lucian Holscher, °Biirgerliche Rehglos1tat im protestantischen Deutschland
des 19. Jahrhunderts,’ in Wolfgang Schieder (ed.), Religion und Gesellschaft im 19.
Jahrhundert (Stuttgart 1993), pp.211—13,

® £ For elite forms of such thinking, see Frank M. Turner, Between Science and
Religion (New Haven, CT, 1974), and for more popular versions, Logie Barrow, Inde-
pendent Spirits: Spiritualism and English Plebeians 1850—1910 (London 1986) .
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@ £ Gérard Cholvy and Yves-Marie Hilaire, Histoire religieuse de la France con-
temporaine 1880 — 1930 ( Toulouse 1989), pp.171 — 217,

® Hugh McLeod, Piety and Poverty: Working Class Religion in Berlin, London
and New York 1870—1914 (New York 1996), p.6. ’

® 2 . See Antonius Liedhegener, Christentum und Urbanisierung: Katholiken
und Protestanten in Miinster und Bochum 1830—1933 (Paderborn 1997) .

@ B McLeod, Religion and the People, chapter 7; idem., Piety and Poverty,
pp. xxiii-v, 103 —26, and passim, '

® i See the local study, Jerome R.Mintz, The Anarchists of Casas Viejas
(Bloomington, IND, 1982), chapter 4, or for an overview, Frances Lannon, Privilege,
Persecution and Prophecy: The Catholic Church in Spain 1875—1975 (Oxford 1987),
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D £ Alfred Kelly, The Descent of Darwin: The Popularization of Darwinism
in Germany 1860—1914 (Chapel Hill, NC, 1981), pp.21 — 8; Owen Chadwick, The
Secularization of the European Mind (Cambridge 1975), chapter 7.

‘@ &R Three very different studies, which nonetheless all stress both the piety of
many members of the Victorian urban elites and the links between political Liberalism and
Nonconformist religion, are: Cl‘yde Binfield, So Down to Prayers: Studies in English Non-
conformity 1780—1920 (London 1977); Cox, English Churches, chapter 5; Theodore
Koditschek, Class Formation in Urban-Industrial Society : Bradford 1750—1850 (Cam-
bridge 1990) ,

® 2 W McLeod, Piety and Poverty, chapter 4; Callum Brown, *Did urbanization
secularize Britain?’ Urban History Yearbook , 1988, pp.1— 14,
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® £W Jacques and Mona Ozouf, La république des instituteurs (Paris 1992),
pp-172 -4, Appendix 3. ‘
@ & W This section is based on McLeod, Religion and the People, pp.140 —3,
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@ £ W See the country by country summaries in Hans Mol (ed.), Western Religion
(The Hague 1972), : .

® # MW McLeod, Religion and the People, p.138; Peter van Roodén, "¢ Seculariza-
tion, Dechristianization and Rechristianization in the Netherlands,’ in Hartmut Lehmann
(ed.), Sikularisierung, Dechristianisierung, Rechristianisierung im neuzeitlichen Eu-
ropa (Gottingen 1997), p.132; Liliane Voyé, ‘Belgique: crise de la civilisation paroissiale
et recompositions du croire,’ in Grace Davie and Daniéle Hervieu-Léger (eds.), Identités
religieuses en Europe (Paris 1996), p-203; Yves Lambert, Dieu change en Bretagne: La
religion & Limerzel de 1900 4 nos jours (Paris 1985), pp.241—247,
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