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 This paper offers foundations for comparing moral life in Judeo —-
Christian covenant community and Ru (Confucian) community. First, we
consider how a heart made new in Christ finds expression in covenant
community. Second, to understand Ru community, we explore Chinese
“primal” culture with its concept of “Jiao” (Instruction) that brings all
“into a shared pattern or way of living together. Third, we clarify the inno-
vativé contribution of Ru instruction to Chinese primal culture. Fourth,
we draw from David Novak’s Covenant Rights: A Study in Jewish Politi-
cal Theory in which he considers covenant relations as those wherein ac-
tion is to be a response to what others claim from us in accordance with
God’ s normative and just order." Using Novak’ s terms of analysis, we
compare the innovative transformation of the Jewish covenant by the new
covenant (new heaft) in Christ with- Ru innovative transformation of Chi-
nese primal instructional governance. Finding considerable “resonance”
between these two creative transformations of tradition, we consider how

those of a new heart in Christ and those of Ru moral instruction could
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work together for balanced modern reform of communal life together.
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@ Wilfred Cantwell Smith ~E§&ﬁﬁmﬁﬁj§w§ﬁiﬂﬂgi§ BH Quesitions of
Religious Truth, NY: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 196
@ Wilfred Cantwell snumﬂ};@f*)‘c&g Jl&O o BIEE,MEK tradition 1]
on, 2;53 TYwMealmmgandEnd of Religion, Minnapolis: Fortress Press, 191,69 and
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D F¥%“jiao”,“mu” , “zheng” , see Chung — wen ta— tz’u tien (The Encyclopedic Dictio-
nary of the Chinese Language), Chang Ch’i -~ yan, et al, eds. (Taipei: Institute for Advanced
Chinese Studies, 1962 - 68;1974), v. 4, 885-89, 915-921.  °

@ *ﬁMi&,EIHé”W,J:%&H%—iﬁ“ﬁﬁ”ﬁﬁﬂﬂ%ﬂ%%ﬂi%’)ﬁ,ﬁuéé Psalm

23.

® TFTEXMTESETRME KNG RIER O E LB Ministers of the
Moral Order: Innovations of the Early Chou [ Zhou ] Kings , the Duke of Chou [ Zhou], Chungni
[ Zhongni], and Ju [Ru]”, Harvard University, 1934. — &4y % FHE R I “ Confucian De-
mocracy: Pondering the Possibilities” , paper for an international conference on “Confucianism Hu-
manism and Modernisation: The Institutional Imperatives”, January 8 — 12, 1990, Singapore.

@  Shu Ching [ Jing] (Book of Documents) , trans. by Bemard Karlgren, Bulletin of the
fl’[user,:ll,m of Far Eastern Antiquities 22 (1970), “ Chun Shih { Zhun Shi]” 11 and “ Wen Hou Chih

Zhi] Ming” 1.
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Ibid., “Shao Kao [Gao]” 10.
Ibid., “K’ang Kao [ Kang Gao]” 6.
bid., 3-4. :

Ibid., “Chun Shih [Zhun Shi]” 22.
Ihid., “To [Duo] Fang " 18 - 19.
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BT - DR M A S BRAE T 122 P OXT B AT LA B o
SRR RPER k. R — AR F OO TE, BRI —AE 2
AR, TEHTA S R, AR 0 FURAS U Oy
PTETF A BT (RAERAE R L, R ) o FAX S HIRAA
{5, SEHA —RE R AR ST Y B

AR A S B15  , JE L e
FAE, AT, 2L W, SR M2 S ANTRTF I
#i, BT THOHE, dabRATCHT 5tk , A SR BREAN
BRI RSB, B LR BR , AR 2 A R AE,
I LA FEAEHITS 1 AT OFE ML, k2 A N,
Z R, TP R 2 B AL A, (e M0
AREL. TERAKATTE, LR 4 (135 24 BT
IO TR ARG ., AT B 2R SR

)(D Arthur Wright, Buddhism in. Chmese History (Stanford, CA: Stanford Umvelslty Press,
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@ HXHNRML,2%F Hsu Cho— yun Ancient China in Transition (Stanford, CA:
Stanford University Press, 1965) ; 7&1‘9&:&&@%& #L, 2% Yu Ying— shih, Chung — kuo chin
— shih tsung ~ chigo lun ~ li yu shang — jen ching — shen ( Religious Ethic and the Mercantile
Spirit in Early Modern China) (Taipei: Linking Press, 1987).
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@ See Jacques Gemet, A Hisiory.of Chinese Civilizatiton, trans. by J. R. Foster (Cam-
bridge: Cambridge Univesity Pres, 1082), Paris 2 and 7. See also Charles O. Hucker, China’s
Imperial Past (Stanford: Stanford Univesity Press, 1975).
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@® Andrew Walls, “Primal Religious Traditions in Today’s World”, Religion in Today’ s
World,, Frank Whaling, ed. (Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1987) 251 -52.

@ See my “Ministers of the Moral Order”, op. cit. i

Q@ FHx Eiﬂ%ﬁﬂ#ﬂﬂﬁiﬁk*%“ﬁ KR XS FHE “Ministers of the Moral
Order”, op. cit., Chs. 5~7. KT 17 R ERBR ARV 77 A1 B0 4R i A%
% Lionel M. Jensen, Manufacturing Confucianism, op. cit.
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FEAIHE,Z Wmn. Theodore de Bary, The Trouble with Confucianism ( Cambridge, MA : Har-
vard Umvers1ty Press, 1991).
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University of New York Pres, 1989).23 —37. ’
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@ See Tu Wei — ming, “Toward a Third Epoch of Confucianism Humanism: A Background
Understanding”, Confucianism: The Dynamics of Tradition, ed. Irene Eber (New York, NY:
Free Press, 1984) . See also Cheng Chung — ying, New Dimensions of Confucian and Neo ~ Con-

fucian Philosophy (Albany, NY: State University of New York Press, 1991) . )
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D See God and Globalization, Max L. Stackhouse, ed. with Diane B. Obenchain ( Har-
risburg, PA: Trinity Press Intemational, 2001)
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@D He Guanghu, “The Reformation of the Chinese Religions Today”, 70 —71.

@ He Guanghu, “Religion and Hope——A Perspective form Today’s China”,  Zeitschrift
fur Missions — wissenschaft und Religions — wissenschaft 82 (1998) 253.

® David Novak, Covenantal Righis: A Sudy in Jewish Political Theory (Princeton: Prin-
ceton University Press, 2000) . .

@ David Novak, Covenantal Rights, 3.

(® David Novak, Covenantal Rights, 3; note 2 refers to David Selboume, The Principle of
Duty (London: Sinclair — Stevenson, 1994), 5; also, John Finnis, The Natural Law and Natural
Rights (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1980), 210. .
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