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Continuity of the Biblical Tradition in American Literature:
An Inner Co-structural Relationship
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[ZRE]

The three major themes in American literature reflect three
essential themes in Christian thought: the individual’s search for
belonging iﬁ the midst of life’s uncertainties; his search for the
absolute in a relativistic world; and the retelling of an ancient therhe in
narrative form wherever possible, e.g.the Synoptic Gospels. The author
observes a co-structural relatidns}ﬁp between American literature and
biblical tradition, in their use of literary concepts, archetypes, themes,

images and allusions, and even in rhetorical devices.
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D Heinrich Straumann, American Literature in the Twentieth Century, p.xvii.
3™ revised edition, Harper & Row, Publishers, New York and Evanston, 1965.
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Twayne Publishers, 1989, p.47—48.
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® Emory Elliott, Puritan Influences in American Literature, University of
Illinois Press, Urbana, Chicago; London, 1979, p.120.
@ Emory Elliott, Puritan Influences in American Literature, p.1-2.
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Boston: D.C.Heath and Company, 1961, p.268.
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