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Between the Ming and the Ching Dynasties, as Roman
Catholicism came to China, western culture was also introduced
to China. But in the study of this process, many have emphasized
the introduction of science and technology to the neglect of west-
ern religion and philosophy. This paper begins with the analysis
of Matteo Ricci’s (1552 — 1610) “Doctrine of the God of
Heaven” as an entry point to explain his introduction of medi;:val
monastic philosophy to China, especially the works of Thomas
Aquinas, and to reveal the significance of missionaries like Mat-
teo Ricci introducing the history of western medieval thougﬁt to
China.

At the end of the Ming Dynasty and the beginning of the
Qing Dynasty, western culture has been introduced into China.
In researching the phenomenon of “western knowledge pouring
into the East”, we have been emphasizing western science and
technology instead of western religion and philosophy. By ana-
lyzing the text on catholicism, “T’ien-chu Shih-i” by Matteo
Ricci (1552—1610), this essay gives a vivid picture of how he in-
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troduced the Scholasticism of the Middle Ages and especially the
philosophy of Thomas Aquinas (1225—1274) to China. It also re-
veals the far reaching historical significance of the history of the-
ology and church philosophy introduced by Matteo Ricci and his

missionaries.
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