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The Messianic: Waiting for the Future
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“As soon as you address the other, as soon as you are open to
the future, as soon as you have a temporal experiepce of waiting for
the future, of waiting for someone to come: that is the opening of
experience. Someone is to come, is now to come. Justice and peace
will have to do with this coming of the other, with the promise. . .

- This universal structure of the promise, of the expectation for the
future, for the coming, and the fact that this expectation of the
cbming has to do with justice—that is what I call the messianic
structure” (“Roundtable,” 23). Beginning by citing Jacques Derrida’s
lectures in the Villanova Roundtable, the author focuses on the messianic
motif and the messianic turn in deconstruction. The “messianic” is a
“structure of experience”, on the other hand, it has to do with the
absolute structure of the promise, a justiée to come. Everything is
deconstructible, but justice in itself is not deconstructible. The author

explains clearly why Derrida distinguishes the “messianic” as a
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universal structure (like Benjamin’s “weak” messianic) from the
various “messianisms”, why Derrida says in the “Roundtable” that

he wishes to distinguish between religion and faith.
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