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In a globalizing era, when a new and wider public than most of
the world had previously imagined is being created, the attempt to
find a more universal, genuinely ecumenical and catholic way of
speaking theologically and ethically about the common life is
indispensable. The temptation to a neo-sectarian understanding of
theology is a present danger, in part because many recognize that.the
‘age of national creeds by politically established churches, a legacy of
Westphalia, is over. Both sectarian particularity and national creeds
make theology a merely private matter of this or that community.

“Public theology” is intended to point to certain indispensable

aspects of theology that have been neglected, overshadowed, or even
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shouted down by some recent theological developments. These entail
the presumption that theology as a critical and constructive discipline
is, among other things, also a mode of public discourse that
interprets key areas of the common life and offers normative ethical
guidance for the formation and sustenance of a viable civil society.
The author tries to suggest clarifications of some areas of the usage of
“public theology”. In his view, the term is important in part
because of competing understandings of the term “public”, which is
almost as controversial as the term “theology”, as will become clear
when we relate these more definitional matters to specific continuing
debates over what they may imply as we look at debated issues to-

day.
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