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Abstract

In her representative work 

, British historian of science Frances Yates suggests that unlike 

ancient Greek philosophy or medieval theology, Renaissance magic for 

which itself gave birth to modern natural science. Yates’ research changed 

history circles, and her theory of Hermeticism, known as the “Yates Thesis,” 

had a far-reaching influence. Yet Yates’ thesis has also been criticized by 

various scholars, especially by philosophical historians represented by 

Copenhaver and Farmer, who strongly opposed her idea of magic. In 

their view, Renaissance magic was essentially contemplation rather than 

operation, and therefore does not possess the characteristics of modern 

natural science. This paper takes Pico Mirandola's theory of magic as its 

starting point, and attempts to combine his cosmology and theory of human 

nature. It shows that although Renaissance magic had the tendency and 

intention of contemplation, its intrinsic characteristics and manifestations 

were still operative. Farmer and Copenhaver put too much emphasis on the 

theological background and purpose of magic and neglected the operation 

of magic in the theological landscape, a move that can be seen to be 

theoretically unsustainable.

Keywords: Yates thesis, Pico della Mirandola, Renaissance Magic, Operation, 

Contemplation
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16CZX043 [This essay is a result of Youth Program 

supported by National Social Science Foundation (Project No: 16CZX043).]

  Frances A. Yates,  (London: Routledge and 

Kegan Paul, 1964), 156.

  Ibid, 84.

  Ibid, 111.

 Ibid, 116.
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1998 Stephen Farmer

  Henrik Bogdan, (New York: SUNY Press, 

2007), 9–10.

  Jones Marjorie,  (Lake Worth, Florida: Ibis 

Press, 2008), 68.
  Brian Vickers,  (Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 1984), 5-6.
 

, 9>12

12 Farmer

Giovanni Pico della Mirandola, 

, ed. Stephen A. Farmer (Arizona: Arizona Board of Regents for 

Arizona State University, 2003). 
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magic work

material operation

Brian Copenhaver

  Giovanni Pico della Mirandola, 

, 131. 
  Francesco Borghesi

Giovanni Pico Della Mirandola, , eds. Francesco Borghesi, 

Michael Papio and Massimo Riva (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2012). 

2010

  Brian P. Copenhaver, “Magic and the Dignity of Man: De-kanting Pico’s Oration,” in 

 (Firenze: Leo S. Olishki Editore, 1999), 316. 
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 Copenhaver, “Magic and the Dignity of Man: De-kanting Pico’s Oration,” 318.
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scala naturae

poetica theologia

quid

free act  

  104 [Giovanni Pico della Mirandola, 

 (On the Dignity of Man), 104.]
  

2012

181-203 [LIANG Zhonghe,  

(Shanghai: East China Normal University Press, 2012), 181-203.]
  25

 Garin Eugenio, , trans. Peter Munz (New York: Harper and Row 

Publishers, 1965), 105. 
  

2008 111-112 [Paul Oskar Kristeller, 

 trans. SHAO Hong (Beijing: The Eastern Publishing, 2008), 111-112]. 
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Imago Dei

  Giovanni Pico della Mirandola, 

, trans. Charles Wallis, Paul J. W. Miller and Douglas.Miller (Indianapolis: Hackett 

Publishing Company, 1998), 77.
  Ibid., 134.
  Ibid., 135.
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  65

  Giovanni Pico della Mirandola, 

, 131.

 Giovanni Pico della Mirandola, 

, 136. 

Ibid., 136.
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  Giovanni Pico della Mirandola, 

, 135.
  Ibid., 137.
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 , 9>5 “Nulla est virtus in caelo aut in terra 

seminaliter et separate quam et actuare et unire magus non possit

, 9>11

  Giovanni Pico della Mirandola, 

, 129.
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ratio intellectus

  42
  Giovanni Pico della Mirandola, 

, 500-501.
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Magia est pars 

practica scientiae naturalis

virtus

  61
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, 9>13 “magicam operari non est 

aliud quam maritare mundum

, 

9>15

[ ]

, 10>2 ,

  2008

300 [Etienne Gilson, , trans. SHEN Qingsong 

(Shanghai: Shanghai Century Publishing Group, 2008), 300].
  33 2016

111 [WU Gongqing, “Pico’s Discussion on Natural Philosophy and Natural Magic,” 

 33, no.2 (2016): 111.]
  104-106
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