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Dimitrij Sergeevic Mereskovskij (1866—1941)is not only the
pioneer of modernism in Russian literature, he is also one of the
champions of the renewal movement in religious thought and cul-
ture which resulted from the complex and violent clash of social
values that marked the moribund era of Czarist Russia. He is also
a major figure in the Petersburg Society of Religious Philosophy,
the largest of the three Societies of Religious Philosophy in his
day. '

Russian symbolism not only represents a breakthrough in
literature, but also a breakthrough in the society’s thinking and
value system. In the course of modernization and social change
during the last days of Czarist Russia, all kinds of revolutionary
thinking emerged to explore the significance of the history of
symbolism. Its significance lies in the fact that it precipitated fac-
tionism among intellectuals and heightened the conflict between
rival schools of thought in the formative period of the Russian
nation.

Mereskovskij is a literary figure and a unique Christian
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thinker. He is not an official theologian of the church. Rather, he
operates as an independent intellectual, in spite of his Orthodox
background. This paper examines the characteristics of
Mereskovskij’s Christian thinking in symbolism from the vantage
points of the history of social thought and the history. of religious
thought. It focuses on how the intellectual who subscribed to
Russian liberalism broke out of the Slavic cultural tradition and
its antagonism against modern European culture, resulting in the
development of a Christian culture from the seedbed of liberal-
ism, wherein lies its cultural significance. The liberal, intellectu-
al, Christian culture of that time is not a particular modern cul-
tural phenomenon; it is a universal modernist phenomenon.
Therefore, it should not be surprising if a similar Christian cul-
ture should emerge from the world of thought and culture in Chi-

na today.
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