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Abstract

Studies of the “Blessing of Moses” have revealed that this poem
harbors fragments of Israelite poems from different historical periods,
and is presented in a chiastic structure. “Law” and “Deliverance” are the
main threads connecting the two major parts of the poem. By comparing
the theological similarities between the “Blessing of Moses” and the
Deuteronomistic school, this paper holds that the poem is the product of
the Deuteronomistic school. It took form in the late Kingdom of Judah, and
was not fully compiled until the insertion of the theme “the LORD reigns”
during the Exilic Period. The poem became an articulation of ethnic belief
and identity for the exilic Israelites and was incorporated into the Book of
Deuteronomy as this was reconciled with the Deuteronomistic Historical
view. The incorporation of poetry not only promoted the establishment of
the Deuteronomistic History, but also endowed Deuteronomy with a higher
authority. This study further verifies that the compilation of Deuteronomy
was a process of selecting, processing and absorbing historical documents in
accordance with the needs of the Israelites in different periods.

Keywords: “Blessing of Moses”, Deuteronomistic Movement, Exilic Period,
Deuteronomistic History
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© 7he Jewish Study Bible, ed. Adele Berlin and Marc Zvi Brettler (New York: Oxford
University Press, 2004), 445. { B3 ) 49Z AR #H-+ T S RMERAPUE DL BT
BB E CEERER” P, SRR K, (BRI ESOR RIS EEAMLLE
SER IR ( CANEED ) 48:5) , BREDES R+ Ik,

@ FERARFTE R Stefan Beyerle, “Evidence of A Polymorphic Text: Towards the Text-
History of Deuteronomy 33,” in Dead Sea Discoveries 5 (1998): 215-232, here 233 and 225n.
52, which notes that of the Qumran material, only 4Q45 provides readings for these verses.
For the interpretation of vv.2-5, see T. H. Gaster, “An Ancient Eulogy on Israel: Deuteronomy
33.3-5, 26-29,” Journal of Biblical Literature 66, (1947): 53-62; F. M. Cross, Jr. and D. N.
Freedman, “The Blessing of Moses,” Journal of Biblical Literarure 67 (1948): 191-210; Patrick
D. Miller, “Two Critical Notes on Psalm 68 and Deuteronomy 33,” Z7R 57(1964): 240-243;
H.Seebass, “Die Stammesliste von Dtn XXXIIL"” Vecus Testamentum 27 (1977): 158-169; David
Noel Freedman, “The Poetic Structure of the Framework of Deuteronomy 33,” in 7Ze Bible
World: FEssay in Honor of Cyrus H.Gordon, ed. Gary Rendsburg, Ruth Adler, Milton Arfa and
Nathan H.Winter, Hoboken (NJ: KTAV Publishing House and The Institute of Hebrew Culture
and Education of Now York University, 1980), 25-46, and Adam Simon Van der Woude,
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PREEIEMLIE (3-48) BLIATIRSHEES (27-2881) WUREE, My

“Erwdgungen zun Rahmenpsalm von Deuteronomium 33,” in Studlies in Deuteronomy, eds.
Garcfa Martinez Florentino (Leiden: Brill, 1994), 281-288. ZX X5 | R S BEAS H B 3R 4%
WA (RERERAGHRAF, 2005) , FIoIAMAAREE B BRI A, [The
Chinese Bible used in this article is (/znese New Version Bible (Hong Kong: Worldwide Bible
Society, 2005), and the Hebrew Bible cited here is /25 Hebrew-English Tanakl (Philadephia:
The Jewish Publication Society, 2000).]
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