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Berdyaev’s Humanitarian Interpretation of the Concept of God
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[HXRE]

Berdyaev is the most unique in character among Russia’s ideal-
ist philosophers. He is known for his humanitarian interpretation of
the concept of God. Berdyaev opposes the representation of God as
ruler of the world and savior of mankind. He believes that both man
and God are creators of the world, and Christianity is a humanitari-
an religion. His humanitarian recreation of God is the result of the
new religious consciousness in the early 20® century, which tries to
synthesize Christianity and humanitarianism. This new conscious-
ness in turn had grown out of the conflict between modern western
capitalism and traditional Russian culture during the reforms of Pe-
ter the Great. The conflict gave rise to the basic content of 19* cen-
tury Russian philosophy and the intellectual culture of society.
Berdyaev’s concept of God represents his effort to renew and defend
Russian Christian culture, and his reformation of western humani-

tarianism. His work is insightful and remains relevant to us today.
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