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The study of the relationship between Heaven/God and Man is an
important one in the philosophical and religious cognition and reflections
of both China and the West. It reveals how Chinese and western thinking
handle relationships in human existence and methods of understanding. It
also depicts their differences and similarities. This article deals with the
relationship between Heaven and Maﬁ. Based on the study of man’s un-
derstanding of Heaven and human concerns within this relationship, the
author analyzes the unthor analyzes the understanding of the nature of God
in the history of religious thought in China and the West.

The first part of the article inquires into the Chinese and western un-
derstanding of “Hcaven”and “God” . According to the cultural tradition of
China, Heaven is to be understood in light of “Hcavenly Way” (tien tao) .
Clinese religious cognition sublimates “Heaven”or “Way” from the natu-
real realm into that of the divine so that is becomes a metaphysical or
theological concept.

Western tradition and thinking on the other hand is characterized by
its study of “God”, expressed typically in the Chiristian concept of God
which embodies the concept of God in both ancient Greek puilosophy and
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Hebrew culture . This concept is an organic synthesis of the abstract and
anthropological understanding of God which reflects not only the tran-
scendental and metaphysical pursuit of man, but also his inner, practical
concerns.

The latter part of the article analyes the relationship between Heaven
and Man or God and Man in Chinese and western thought. This relation-
ship includes many aspects: the birth of Man by Heaven for the common
man versus the God’ s love for Man, the intuitive relationship between
Heaven and Man versus fellowship between God and Man, Heaven/God’ s
concern for Man and Man’ s reverence for Heaven or worship of God.,
Heaven/God’ s reward for good and punishment for evil, and Heaven/
God’ s union with Man, etc. In these relationships, man’ s ultimate con-
cern and metaphysical pursuit are closely connected to man’ s practical
concerns and earthly existenee. Both aspects are indispensable in the
realm of religion.

The article tries to explain man’s real concerns and purpose in his
search for the nature of God or the study of metaphysics, form which it ex-
plores the possibilies and difficultics in cultural dialogue and the meeting
of minds between China and the West.
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