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As a master of modernism, David Herbert Lawrence (1885 —
1830) expressed two themes .in his works: the criticism of
industrialization and the longing for harmonious human relationship.
The themes are supplemented. On the one hand, he bitterly hated
the suppression of human nature in modern society, and his works,
therefore, profoundly reflected the historical feature and exposed the
root of social evil. On the other hand, he positively explored< and
yearned for the free development of human nature. He made unique
exploration for human relationship, especially relationship of sexes,
he put forward his solution to various social problems as the
establishment of equal, independent, harmonious relationship between
sexes.

From the process of social development, the problems revealed

in modernist works remain unsolved at the beginning of the new



century, and thus Lawrence’s solution may still bring us ethical
enlightenment.

The essential Chinese ethic of nature advocates heaven and man
unite as one, man and nature harmoniously get along with each
other. This is what Lawrence dreams and yearns for. In his works,
human beings are constantly in the contradiction and conflict with
one another, however, no matter how strong-willed and aggressive
the characters are, they never fail to find comfort and relaxed when
they are alone with nature.

The harmohy of human relationship is regarded as the essential
part of all moral ethics, of which harmony of men and women is
most significant. Lawrence, on the basis of his own life experiences
and his understanding of social problems, devoted himself to the
seeking for ideal male and female images. In different periods of his
creation, he explored various human relationships, including man
and man, woman and woman, and man and woman as well, his
exploration makes unique Lawrence in literary history.

The harmony between human and man is the external reflection
of moral ethic, while the harmony of human relationship is the core
of universal moral ethics. We can find distinct evidence in many of
his works. From Lawrence’s point of view, marriage is an idealistic
solution to various problems, which can be proved in Lawrence’s
arrangement of the fate of his characters in the end of his novels. As
far as traditional Chinese ethics is concerned, this is also true with
the family concept and relation of husband and wife as essential.
This should be regarded‘ as an agreement between western and

eastern ethics. However, Lawrence’s emphasis on sexual love as the
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source of restoring human nature reveals the disagreement with
traditional Chinese ethies. .

A literary perspective of ethics and social problems aims to open
a new way to communication. It is accessible since the condition of
human existence and harmonious relationship is the common concern
of religion, philosophy, ethics and literature, and the solution to all

. social problems as well.
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