EAEHEENZ TAEELNIE“UR” 159

VERS TR L2 SO BAE SR X 4“1t R
The “World” of the Bible as Meta-Ethical

Framework of Meaning for Ethics

HHEERE RANGFEXE #H & F

Johan Verstraeten Catholic University of Leuven

[(BEXRE]

This article attempts to explain why moral theology must take
the Bible more seriously, not only for reasons intrinsic to the biblical
“world of the text”, but also because a balanced “perichoretic”
method requires that the faith context be fully taken into account.
Theological ethics cannot be reduced to a merely philosophical
hermeneutic of human acting or seen as a merely rational foundation
of concrete norms. A specialist in theological ethics can only speak
adequately in as far as he or she enters into the faith relationship
about which he or she intends to speak. The first point to consider
is that the meaning of the Bible is mainly meta-ethical or trans-ethi-
cal. The second point is the crucial role of biblical texts with regard
to the constitution of the human person as a moral subject. The
third point concerns the more direct influence of the Bible on the
concrete actions.of Christians. The fourth point has to do with the
universal meaning of biblical norms. In dialogue with other religious
traditions, the biblical, meta-ethical poesis is indeed capable of

changing the world.
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