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Abstract

Mass Weddings (Collective Weddings) originated in Italy, and
gradually became popular in China following an initiative from
the Shanghai Social Bureau in 1935. The Mass Wedding was a new
phenomenon in the marriage custom reforms of the Republic of China,
with a strong institutional flavor. One of the main practical activities in the
national New Life Movement, the weddings met the needs of a segment
of the population. Unlike the “official” version in Shanghai and elsewhere,
Mass Weddings in Tianjin were initiated by the YMCA, a Christian youth
social service group. In organizing wedding ceremonies, the Tianjin YMCA.
accumulated experience and reputation, constantly adjusting its relationship
with local authorities according to its own needs, and contributing to the
best of its ability to the improvement of the daily life of urban youth and to
innovation in local social customs.

Keywords: Tianjin YMCA, Mass Wedding, New Life Movement, Marriage
Custom Improvement

No. 41 Spring 2019

249



250

| s

Journal for the Study of Christian Culture

B L51E (Mass Wedding, BIEEALSFL) EEL R SCHHEE BT

et BRIk VIR AL, IR T AR E B IR, A
BAE RGN, LSRRI, TR, R EIE

e temgIA” o CEE30ER T, BREGEISITAEATE, £
UEE AR I HEET, RIS BB ISR, KEERER
RISA AT X — 8 SHEBIFESH . LXK 8RS S R ER
% . ISR 25T N B 45 05 25 T 4R 22 BT TR AR,
EEF: (il SCIRGEET B RS —— MISIRGE RIE S
BREEL) , #H GERPERSEESMST) , BEE. XES
T4, desi: hEESREEERE, 200148, $5196-23870, @ % F
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Vi (EPISHSOINED) , B (L), 1937 EB1EH 1, $071
[GAO Mai, “The Present Stage of Mass Wedding,” (Zing Shifr, vol. 1, no. 11(1937):29.]

? Related studies on Mass Wedding from the perspective of wedding custom changes,
please see ZUO Yuhe, “From ‘Civilized Marriage’ to ‘Collective Wedding’ : the Change
of Marriage Customs in the Republic of China from Marriage Ceremony,” in Socia/ Life and
Ideas Change in Modern China, eds. XUE Jundu and LIU Zhigin (Beijing: China Social Science
Press, 2001), 196-238.

% General studies on Mass Wedding please see WU Yechun, XIE Shicheng and HUA
Guoliang, “Mass Wedding in the Republic of China,” Republican Archives, no. 2(1996):
134-140; JING Lili, “Review on Collective Wedding of the Republic of China,” MA thesis,
Anhui Normal University, 2006.
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@ Studies on Mass Wedding in Shanghai please see Al Ping, “Collective Weddings in
Shanghai during the Period of the Republic: A Survey of a Government Action,” Journal of’
Fast China Normal University (Philosophy and Social Sciences Edition), no. 6(2006): 56-61;
GU Xiuging, “Mass Wedding and the State Presence: Centered on ‘Mass Wedding’ in Shanghai
during the Republic of China,” Jiangsu Social Sciences, no. 2(2007): 217-222.
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Tianjin Municipal Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference (Tianjin:
Tianjin People’s Publishing House, 2001), 67.]
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