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Spiritual Interpretation of Poetics:

A Summary of Summer Institute on Religious

Interpretation of the Western Literature & Culture
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As one dimension and orientation of academic research,
Christian theology has recently gained more and more attention in
the field of humanities. With the increase and deepening of
international cultural communication and the broadening of the
perspectives of international exchange, theological ethics, theological
hermeneutics and theological aesthetics, which begin to have a niche
in the field of Chinese academy, develop to an extent of breaking a
new path for cultural studies, literary theoretics and especially
western philosophy and aesthetics.

Sponsored by Hong Kong Institute of Sino-Christian Studies
and UB Foundation of US, International Summer Institute on
Religious Interpretation of the Western Literature and Culture was

for the first time held on Aug. 19 — 28, 2004 in Xiangfan, Hubei



Province, by the combined force from Chinese Department. of
Renmin University of China, Institute for the Study of Christian
Culture of Renmin University of China, Chinese Department of
Xiangfan College and Institute for the study of Theological
Aesthetics of Xiangfan College. The well-known scholars from
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Renmin University of China,
HongKong Baptist University, HongKong Institute of Sino-
Christian Studies, South Illinois University of US, and Helsinki
‘University of Finland made communication and discussion with more
than 80 young talents from tens of universities all over the country.
The lectures focus on four topics: the religious connotation of
western literature and culture; humanistic spirit and Christianity, as
well as the developmént of theology; theological interpretation on
western literature, art and ecological criticism; the publics of

theology and the issues of spiritual interpretation of poetics.
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