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This paper pﬁrports that COEOPHOCTSE is a central concept in
Eastern Orthodox and Russian cultures. In the early 18th century,
" the reforms of Czar Peter the Great precipitated a clash between
Russian and  Western cultures; in the process, the notion of
COEOPHOCTSB was born. COEOPHOCTSE signifies the awakening
of Russian national identity. In essence, it believes that “a people
who are free will unite on the foundation of love”-a concept distinct

“unity without freedom” as in Roman Catholicism,, or “free-

from
dom without unity” as in Protestantism. COEOPHOCTEB found so-
cial support from the Russian peasant commune, a widespread social
institution throughout Russia even into the early 20th century.

COEOPHOCTEB, embodied in the spirit of the peasaht commune,

was also reflected in Russia’ s philosophy of religion and cultural
" thought. It is the key to understanding Russian culture. Eastern
Orthodox doctrinaires tried to regulate Russian religious life in the
‘name of COEOPHOCTB. Herzen and Populism saw in
COEOPHOCTE a hope of deliverance from Western capitalism for
Russia, and perhaps the world at large. The deepening and broad—~

ening of this notion further resulted in a Russian philosophy founded
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on the “all—unity”. The rich and giorious legaéy of Russian litera-
ture - is also inextricably connected with the notion of
COEOPHOCTB. The Bolshevik Revolution and later the socialist
system of Soviet Russia all bear the imprint.of COEOPHOCTS as
well. With 20th century drawing to a close, and various global
problems threatening the survival and well being of the human race,
a brand of Russian soteriology has quietly been resurrected, again

suggesting COEOPHOCTSE as the gospel for our world today.’
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