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Abstract

Based on the writings of early church fathers, this paper attempts
to review the history of the idea “Logos” as well as its usage among the
ancient Greek, Jewish, and Christian thinkers. The notion of Logos is
polysemic, entailing the concepts of speech, discourse, reason, and divine
will. These ancient thinkers used Logos to account for the connection
between the changing, complex creation and an eternal, simple creator. For
the Pre-Socratic philosophers, Logos meant a rational principle that ensures
the order of the cosmos. Plato spoke of Logos as a generative force, as well
as divinely revealed knowledge. The Stoics regarded Logos as both the
creator and the moderator of all creation, both transcendent and imminent.
Philo the Jewish Platonist believed that Logos was both the highest principle
and the subordinate secondary principle, which anticipates the Christian
understanding of the Incarnate Logos in the person of Jesus. Justin Martyr
adapted the Stoic idea of logos spermatikos to express God’s general revelation.
The short “biography” of Logos tells us that during the philosophical era
known as Middle Platonism, the concept/ ontology of the logos played
a unique role in enabling Pagan, Jewish, and Christian intellectuals to
communicate on a small space of common ground.
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AN EZEEATERMR, B4, R IHREE AR 2,
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H—MEERFMERRA—HI RN, BAEN, KAl
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AFT LRI AT AR AR AL, SEARTRES Py . A Ta] (R RD AT 4
WA RLE? X2 —MAEEHRNE #ER, TENAEFRAOKZ
Bob RURBE T TIX— KR . REFr RO RIS : R RAEH
FE 2[R — Fheh SR R R R &, IR A A AR MR X
— IR XANE /NIRRT R S SCRITE R F T A Y AR
B, DRt W EERE AT LAY . AP . FRAR Y
XA R — R A IR AR G SRS E E R AR R S
ORI ——ARB —MARIE Tk ). ARTILHY . AATEC R L fH Y
FAE, EAETHSWEARRA RN, BIENEL T, W6
9o e AR B O N AR HY . ISTRIPERY EEFE Y FRAT N IR E B, XAl

s E S WA R BRI A&, T S
IO W NESPUN =2 3= E {0

*FARREA I GE S RABERBOIE (RS AR B AR BT AL 55T 6T & 5%
Bh) , TE%S420YJ020001, [The translation is a result of the scientific research project
funded by Beijing Language and Culture University (Special Funding for Basic Scientific
Research in High Education Institutions). Project No.: 20YJ020001.]
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WEUIX SR A A G MET 8 impoEE"
RECRITEHREERAEXNEE, ENRERS EONEIEE

iz, WAFEMELUEW R €. AT ERIRF, LT EXINAe
I, REKXZBMAEREN ERAE, 280X —ﬂﬁ%%X%
( polysemic) , KIABRNIEE T 2R E M, EATTHI4-5H], 124
HT (Aoyog) P H AT RBIEMES Y, XE— M EBEPEL, X
— G MENTANNEAES (FIILR) SRR ZBENE R MIF
IR, B 4 Alogos (Aoyog) B T AR Eye, EHE “iR” ok
“HIFT . PERAIEMENE, BT KSR NE N
XA WEERCEIREIRETIANR, s E X, R, R
FEFR . BRUE. BB, XA, B ARMEEIEE— 218 —EYH ks
G AT, MENXE, MHEZEEFTLLEE SWiA “RIEE A
Bl AT SRR AR o @

R FEATAERG Z B WRER S — eSS, WiFs e =T
INRENE KT 2 HRE o R T 1B SR, 18 & Wl Bl hl sermo
sverbum, @ X FANEESSIIE SR (AEE . HE ) SRS
(WgiE) BEUNLA, (HERBATREREE R IZE, UIREE
HENNLEMN, £xiEFR, BXEEEEEIEN “SiH7 “HEE”
o “TEIET (KIE) o AR TIBRIEIRAR GG RIR, BrLLRI#EH
XS TR [ RE R B OV A, BRE, DUACHAIR S,

VEDIEFEN TR, REEENE.

D ETFXAAIE ZE, E W ke Theological Dictionary of the New Testament IV,
ed. Gerhard Kittel, trans. Geoffrey W. Bromiley (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans, 1995 IV),
71-136,

VAL, EB77T

VR T VRS AR T (Lactantius, /ATG3 AR ) MRS T A RHEHI ¢
SH ARSI TIERIE RS “HRNENIEE" EE. 2 )llactantius, -7716'
Divine Institutes, Books I-VII, trans. Mary Francis McDonald (Washington D.C.: The Catholic
University of America Press, 2010), 9: “{HJ&, AlEAFRMAZEL, XEEFA TFRIBA
SHEEEREGE: NAZSIRERESIE, WRERE:, RAMPR By
=, MR EWIEE. 7
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RS . BRI AR . BN REESE T WZ A
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“REE” BRED T 2RBANES), B—EFE, JFHEW
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EaREZY . ETE LALLM ARA (EFHEINKAFEE
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I NS ERARIN Y, W R A — B EA A, AR T
TER . HOAERE. BN, S2FHPA &, SHEH
HIR S TSR H A 2 Z 0 E R

A AR R ], & S W — IR ] T 3RIR AR, b
PR T REACO N . B8 & —E g iR, Bk
BRI B, XA 3 U B R A 5 W BURP R B i 3R
Bk, (BEEEH e LR A ZTH—MER, BE e RS ik
B R AR EE BT g — e (CEmBA T B E E R A 211
BEEE) o VR BRI IR AN, EE R R
EE, EFRE TR LR BRI RIS #R s, AT
AIDAEE S ) — FEARTE HOBR L, nl WLANAS ] IR <idek ] AT o
ERAR A

AR R R T AR

FATEIEIEWE X i) (R, R AR 1R A 20 fr EE i BI04
FROLIEHHE S —IA T o MR AR RS, AT T

U Glhn, WRIE (TEXOTE, HEMFHEARL ) AN, BRI A
PR — sk, (B mfRrHERe o, R e B s 5 a2t
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BBFNER:, e IRy a5 S e —Se & A . R
(IR, ATCHET 6t LFE T (ki 5o AF ( Heraclitus of Ephesus) f&
B —RNE WU T e R A 5 . PR b, BRI
FURE R IR N B (P 5 225, AR E T GER2 5 o 28—
PR T —/MERERERR, BT RIS, R
TR ARE, ARG 130 R M HA e B S | IR & R
B, (B2, JAVEMER T - MEHERNAS, BT TIbH
Lesm Pk, BT ESHMEE R, DIEERZE Y Fg—. ©
B ST AE A AR 5 TR AT, (S S TR o — ik
. INTERVIEIN), 757 pEREE 2 X N R I R VBN sE, T 5 7 M0
SR, SRR AR X TR AR AR o R 8 & TR 2
A TS INEFRIR SRR 2. “BARXE &I BHAAE” , HAA]
BT — TR AL, @RI A BB R, TEIARE
S

BE RN R (AR FEU, ke T —RIET5
B, AP EEHAHEF . AR AL & 5 2%
Bo BEEHNEZI AT GES LRI Az — 5, A TREBED R
OB AR AT AEE R . 1B & AR P IR gh by, th R X — 45 ik
IR, bRk, TRIENTA SIS SEN, X, BEk
SKER RN, fEXE, WEHTEEY IR ARERRNEREN. fise
FRFHZ R T b B RN T, EHA 2wtk hE, £5
X ESEIA LR KR E—— i AR B+ 2 m R

mllg

H

o

VBRI 2, KB AR

PR CBRAGB R EHE, BEMUEREEZMAREIE A,
AR K2, A —P)E YA S X E & A R, (B 1A DXk
WETTZ, MITRRALRNA— . 7 TRiE2: A LEEELEEN, 8
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X AR RAE ORI L X0, WAANE—THZEA
KRB (B ) — BRI & — 0. ©

FATHE HR AR R VHIIT (Isocrates, AN IGHT4-5H4D) 312 &
Wiy E o MINAZ SIS E AR P& “IEEHEE (2
KU REIFEBIFRATE N TR TIEYAIR Y | LB ERER, &
B A X, AT R R ARG H AN EHE I i = &
PRI, JEINATEE . 7 PR NSRRI i (AR FEE &
W APETIZIRE, RA—UJHE A & R EENHET .

i BT 2 &k

IN(RISEES A= S EAE P2t S A= PN v - 0 s v
A, Ao EARDLY B - 2 AR AT 26 B R A 25 ks Fr RS A A Y
BT, (BiX—Wr S W R E &/ A Aah B AL B 1 2 E0E 5
2R ETRFEMERE T LA (FahzE (AR ) 689d, (AR
Fa) 89d; WH T2 (JESLrlfEH4~) 102b 26) o I H A2 fHEH
WENRRFEREYNE AR ( (B L) 993a17) , DINFE
THEEFEN ( (BEES) 1286a 17) o DL, &80 L=
LR LERY A THIA ( (CFRBIZRER ) 201c) o ABRIRE] T Bl
WEWr, XERE BN ( (EARI) 201¢) , HEFHM
PERIE X L A2 & B8, IANAE R E AR R s AT i
FRI AR ( (CEARE ) 500c) o ZRIFDUET 2 EFIRIK AT T

VR ISEURIX PR CREE—MERET, TEERWINE, 7 e f
FFHYET 2o Fifr/E8 7 (philosophy of being) , —FgriVEEVETTS:, (HHBAIVERH
W TARSEERRIA Y, TRINTARE HE T iz BN SRR R AR SRR ki
PRI

% Isocrates, fsocrates, XV, ed. J. Edwin Sandys (London: Rivingtons, 1872),254.

P WIS RI RS AL I B R, AR B - 2 AR VR 2 5 TSR
Hi X AERIIER AR,
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—NEZERE, FILIR, F2 B ARIE RS S E Rl
W 2 B IR T iR TRk, © iz, B2 E IRV A A
AR B R . W R E B Edar s alimies), i &0
B HEVEFENGET —IEY 2k, Kt aii AR, X—NTE
MR R ELE B, BIE T E RS ORI N, X ERE —
YR LR DL Skt . HEE A5 Lk

M2 EIRME , MATAN TR FEERNE S Wm] DIyl oA iz
e . ALAFHCCE/RER (Tertullian ) fEIKE|Z 37 ( Zeno of Citium, #
WA ZEIREE ) R, BRETX— A, ERERbRE, Z
ERXFEZ T AN SRR RS R, MmN MR
5, XENELE, BEUEAN—DFSHEN, Wy HFReET
EHHIERE . I 2 S IR R 2 SORE, A B RIREE
RA—YEYNESEEFRTE ., ” EA—FRMEhE, B8l
TS, AR E— T L, RIS RS S 0 A
R P22 (Logos spermatikos) o AP R, Hi 2 EEIR(E
PR HIE; WEED, WEENMEE T E, mEARSEE
XAEZH ., RAMEHEEEET —UEY, TUZEZWRAER
IR HEBEAE S — Bk . MR BRGSO B
2 ERRNE AR, HEE T SR LA AR
ES=PNIsE- AR

T2 B IR A 5 v D 3r (Hierocles the Stoic) M5, AFEEAA]
BUEER), A1 HRE IR E AR, T NN Z G MAED

V' J. Gericke, “Dimensions of the Logos,” Acza Patristica et Byzantina 11 (2000): 95. 145

HIRZVESIRTT TIX— R, P A —— 1R 1o FEXSHEEGHI T IE R M. Colish, 7Ze
Stoic Tradition from Antiquity to the Farly Middle Ages (Brill, 1985); J. M. Rist, Stoic Philosophy
(Cambridge, 1969); A. Long, Stozc studies (University of California Press, 2001, c1996); 7Z4e
Cambridge companion to the Stoics, ed. Brad Inwood (Cambridge, 2006) .
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o VIR, AT, T —— b RN I Al
MR IR——EB T At AB T8 2 2 AN RIE L4, XEK
Ky, BT RS — IR DRI, 20l B Y HE PR
ZEIRE T Z AT 5 2BV, (BXRALH A 4
o REHATRIN, B2 52RERN EEE X 7w 7 S Hrrih
@, BXHFABRET ZE AR e, XERA, sl
AMRREZ SIS ES, e MRYNFEHIE—Pin Lz, &
ITRAERIBIG HIAEE N R R ZBIRNAIR" HEZ RHE, ¢

WAL (kosmos ) e H P Y, WML, —UIHWH%
AR MR, BB B, 2 SR T AR 17
B2 [BANE SRR, BEATATHE BB — R . &
HgE— e (Blanfkhz o R RV ER BT IR IHROANEE ) . EEE . B
WS R AR S g2 it , XHERE X —H e— W EfE
XA S — 8 MR SR

[ W K 3 I 283
i & (Philo Judeaus) HYTTHR, (EAE & WrRY DHTHLE

RTERER o R — AL RN P IR AE RS, (5B Ak
FER I ER—AIZ7HER, B 148iieE . BAINRIER

T Hierocles the Stoic, “How Should One Behave toward the Gods?”1.3, 53, in Aierocles
the Stoic: Elements of Ethics, Fragments and Fxcerpes, ed. Ilaria Ramelli, trans. David Konstan
(Atlanta: SBL, 2009), 65.

2 —RrAESFAA (T. F. Glasson ) FSEESEEASTA TR, MBiAh, K
AR E MR — R R S b S M R O TETE . thab2id, JHRE—
WA “ERE PFEHTE-E EREN, T. F. Glasson, “Heraclitus’ Alleged Logos Doctrine,”
JTSN.S.3 (1952): 231-238.

% g, 1. Miller, “The Johannine Origins of the Johannine Logos,” Journal of Biblical
Literature 112 (1993):165.
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HIER YR FOER | B 8 = Fobai fO 0 A s, shaeE 2= P al
T . RIEZINE RN, ©

R Ve, RO R MG T BB
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EFEN] XML IC B —#D, TR T — P S B B R i
MR, —HH, E&L Ei e (IHL) v 1 i, 2H
P DRI &1 Bag o XA _Bag Fdahr B 32 MO R &=
=27 W R %W”E—ﬁm N FEERBT TR, e
SRR, AR B — i, @

HENEFR (B—AEEEATIHHANA AN ) #228] Tib, AR iE

( Talmud ) NKAERz A (Midrash ) R ETREIM. BB AR, “fHEXRmEUHRZ

J&, RAARFEZ— R Eﬁﬁiwo I R AR, M T R

%?JE@B@%{W Iz, ” J.AF. Gregg, “Judaism and Hellenism in the Second Century

Before Chr1st " The Irish Church Quarterly 4 (1908): 2923582 N WS K2 75 BE Mt i

K, HEZER, DRI SEe®miE L T OERHASESN) , —EZEnt
X ( Maccabean revolt ) IR EASZANLE,

% David T. Runia, “How to read Philo,” in FExegesis and Philosophy: Studies on Philo of
Alexandria (Variorum: Aldershot, 1990), 186.35/% T 12 (H | ik, TH 2 K=
5 NIFAH I A FEH IS (FBERGE ) -

® John Dillon, 74e Middle Platonists 80 BC to AD 220 (Cornell University Press, 1977), 141.

® Philo, Allegorical Laws 11, 21, 86; On the Migration of Abraham 125; Alleg., 1. 51;11.2, 3.
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I ER—MERT, B REAN— DS T I M mEE, RE
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S P
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ER. eRI LM ERE 2SS, g — @Ik
i S B IR T ORI — . P IBEETE ER LLO R BIES HR A T
B #iRba = e, 2R (R ) ME TSy
(demiurge) , SEMET (HEE) hEEL LN L. 2 L8
AR EEANS TR, |EUTFRENEC A, i EE
WL BT FIET 2 IR CNEBEET GHE TR, ©

(HmBEE) MmEANE R

£ () B, (EgEs ) WE S BAETHET B
wRIta, MXEEAREGHERS ARBHNER: “AWAZE
W, &S LaARA, EEEUmE L. 7 £ SR SHERITHE =
&, ERET XiERRE SCE RN, B 7O AE ERTIR
R HBCRIE, B —HHNE S E N e, 2 Bl
SR LIRS 172 () FEINN, X RIBEIENHELK
M, ARRHAET ARG AR, (B2 A H I B

Y e R H R BB AT, PR TR L R LAY
a7

@ On Fashioning the World 4.17.

P KRB RRAN — MO . FATRIE, EEBERI R AT LA
28, HESEAARAEETINCR . Hit, EEHEIREERERERA, R
R T Al s, et AR AR 1. KN, BT IEF R ANERE
RETHIRE, (B, (EA—ZPEAN, MAGEARE 2 BikiviZime . JLANRIEE
REEMEIS A E Y Z [P H R e B 5k

4458 - 2020Fk



ELH S IS SR MR

MRLTAﬂL STEEPIE, H=2TEER, BRI T T ER
XA T EAMRIS OIS . Bl b, AJn2-3 g EEHA
U2 E ANOKEEZMAFE AL, R EAR S A—Fh
T, VELE, TATAITLURIASHE R, XA F - FEmEL &
W& XA JE 7S B 4 T RO ©

RPN WFHETE (LmEE ) WFs “EB8hE EREAET , X
FeHH LA g Bl 2 R A X . A, T 28 0a Rt —
@%%%ﬁ,ﬂ%@@@ﬂ%i%%i%,ﬁﬁ@@%wxfé%~
AJ7TH (species) o @ [iJ% (Pierre Hadot) i\ W, IEREAFIEE 2
BT AR (B ), BB EE ?ﬁ&ﬁT%oWﬁ“—j”
“EMEEDET YEIET WESERES EHEM AR AERER. (208
W) NFS AR AE ZaeRHE NSy, (B2, L4
HEHRZE SRR LMILT, BIRFEWEIRE . 3K 2 ﬁﬁﬁﬁfﬁ X PG
5, MEENZAIERIN, MES0RA “SkE+7

2| Tottad i, B FHERFANIE A E E ENET L E
IR T AGE I RIE R IR T S0, TR A A AS R T
R, (LEREE) FSSWOAE SR, mMAXDUERHE R, #
M I 3 S P A 2 B (AmehuS) WEE R IR TCITRS RRZTE Y
“EFEENT, (B EHRIERTE TS

D pierre Hadot, Whar is Ancient Philosophy? (Harvard, 2002; orig. ed., 1995), 237.

VXIS, HEEARTIEEHIIE SN, R AR B X
MG — A RN B

¥ MYRIRATE & (RINGIPE ) (Against Praxeas 2) RBHFHER], =fr—(ki=

MUMEZA “TTmE” AFE—. “=frantt, HIELH, MmeErEEs; HIERR, i
PR HAERETD, M om; /E:ZIKF'TH— ZpllE—, gEAE—, REE. KA.
FHE S X, H4ge-- " ([T]res autem non statu, sed gradu, nec substantia sed

forma, nec potestate sed specie, unius autem substantiae et unius status et unius potestatis, quia
unus deus ex quo et gradus isti et formae et species in nomine ...)

YOSk, B VRAERE (ZUBHES ) P S RS RIS ST G, AR KR
TR — CHARANRME— UKD .
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KRR ZEY, LASEZY, EERASRIKRET
RXARENFE, i F LR IAR I — X R
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b RER —HRAFE ey, ©

ULSF-Be] A K] 55 30 BB 1 4 = 5 oh IO TR TR AN R ST R Z TR Y
YA, PHhEE THZ AU Z &, BT R BRI,
MBI E T S R E T o IR X, i —ix
BRI T (UmEE ) BomRENER, RE NS EMANIEIE,
(B “EAMRMNEXLT o REM5IHT (UmES) B2 “HEa
[ Z5Er ] EEL, A2 ARG, JCIRERREE, BREHIAR
ote 7 RIEERARTEEIE SCE, AR HLIX BT 7. (EA—24Y
ZHMEY E SCERIIRBEIEE , WEIT T MXEREI AL . AR kAR
SRR R, MEERAEAFIANAREENE L. ER
HET TR RS, (EZ) TRWEEIE () i E CER AR
ICHEFARREARM, BIFAS ARIS.

EEHE=HRMNLET

PEAT (Justin Martyr ) fE2 20 IH- A RS g, 2P DA
INATEEZOE RN . nIEM. fhfgH RS HRIA R 2 Z AR &
M2 R R M — B NEIRAYIE: B TE &2 Err iy
KA, RAEKA RSB N4 . TR Z TSR 9L
FIEAE R b, XEFE T, TPARE WO, RURIITE S

V' Busebius, 7%e Preparation for the Gospel X1, trans. EH. Gifford (New York: Aeterna
Press, 2015), 19.

2 Pierre Hadot, What is Ancient Philosophy, 239. IX5&—M5 | NiFEEIGIT-, [B'EFH
AEME—HIF T JERFATE (ISR ) [ Augustine of Hippo, Confessions VI, ed. David

Vincent Meconi, trans. Maria Boulding (San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 1997), ix,13.]
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RESGHE , XH AR, MAREERE ZRA =Bz P EA s
", At =&ALl 2, X PR, EEBRFAGER
R FFNZEE (paideia) , Hit, JATBAER—PXMMFRZ
NERMATB SRS FE B, “ROAEER S (Word)
PR ZEE 202 B — el Z g (words) o 7 Xt 21X EETATE
58 ZNT OEE SR AR R R, ©

LT RS — 3RS, R T 28R M2 &5 1
W, (B T E, AR, SR ErEROR T, 2
SR AR, 7 A MEMHEL SR, S — g A
HENEE. " XEREL NS SRy, XEAR T
BABRZR RIS R, VB, (EA—ZFEHE S, T
i “WERHT IR R AR S B FEER

—JJE, XFHAT R, IR EIR BRI AR
2, AN EEEN R EZIMEANEENE R B EAkiEEs
TR NTIRR, IEAFE BRGNS, AR AR, EAPEE
R RESIRIEA TR, " © 505, BRI IE R
AR, MRS THNEEERA AR S, ©

¥ Justin Martyr, 7he First Apology, The Second Apology, Dialogue with Irypho,
Exhortation to the Greeks, Discourse to the Greeks, The Monarchy or The Rule of God, trans.
Thomas B. Falls (Washington D.C.: The Catholic University of America Press, 2008), 21.

? Tlaria Ramelli, “Bthos and Logos: A Second-Century Debate between ‘Pagan’ and
Christian Philosophers,” 7C 69 (2015): 123-156.

® Justin Martyr, Apo/.,46.

¥ Ibid., 10.

® Justin Martyr, 4pol/., 8.

O FEREENR S TR, R8T 26 A R SR A= D L LR
Flge (3l o PHRIRIERP: (1) BEEIEIS R ERE LB ST, A7
MTRGEE. (2) FIEEHIIIT 2GR R LW SR, AR, A
wEE: “BATB AR A AT e 2 P ERIF AR, 1254
7K (Strom) ,,
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B AR DEEAEENE S, X E-CBEELERALR
BN N AL B S P RILH R 1Y, (H R A 2 &0 4 ek i A
REE S —MHEENERRIGNEENEE D EX N ERNE X
F, BEIHE, EEImAMUDGE— MBI EERER, i —4
WEEE, SRS, ME0H0; AR, &
& LA T A A AT RE

wih, BEETENE, mRAPEAN BT EREEEN (H
SRIEE Flnomos ) FIFE (JRI]) , B4 “iE” M “@ R SHFLE
242

#& RN
MR, A RETRFSAMEFRIIT.
Introduction to the translator

LIU Boyun, Lecturer at School of Translation and Interpreting, Beijing Language
and Culture University.
Email: boyunliu.pku@gmail.com
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