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The purpose of this articie{is to examine Paul’ s eschatology in
1 and 2 Thessalonians within the contexts of Thessalonian politics,
religion, as well as soc;ety. It makes hse of the millenarian model to
-read the problems and interactions between Paul and the Thessalo-
nian Christians. It points to the conclusion that Paul’s eschatology
clashes ideologically with the politics and religion of the Roman
world. Paul/believes that Ro*nanpolitics and religion cannot bring
about benefaction. In contrast, benefaction comes from God the i"a—
ther. The article analyses three common words—epiphany, parous-
ia, and apocalypse—used by Paul to refer to Christ’s second com-
ing. These and three other politically charged words——apantesis,
kurios and euanggelion—are also used in Roman politics and reli-
gion. ] |

Pauline eschatology is not a fragmented utopian ideology, it is
prophetic realism. His eschatology enables persecuted believers to
thrive in the midst of affliction and to rest in God’s promises. Es-
chaton is not ‘termination but a new beginning. Eschatological hope
encourages believers to live in faith, hope, and love. Millenarian

ideology allows them to look beyond suffering and tribulation to the
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utopian dream of millenarian peace and righteousness. Pauline es-
chatology holds in tension millenarian ideology and the utopian
dream so that believers may remain steadfast in the work of faith,
the labor of love, and endurance inspired by hope in their Lord Je-

sus Christ.
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@® Malherbe, Paul and the Thessalonians,17.
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® Robert Jewett, “Tenement Churches”,23—43.
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@ Charles Edson, “Cults of Thessalonica”,153 — 204 ; Donfried, “Cults of Thessa-
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® Edson,“Cults of Thessalonica”,157.

® Edson,“Cults of Thessalonica”,160.

@ House, “Tongue and the Mystery Religions”, 138. £ Cleon L. Roger, “The
Dionysian Background of Ephesians 5:18”,BSac 136(1979),249—257.

® Walter Burkert, Greek Religion, trans. John Raffan (Cambridge, Mass: Harvard
University Press,1985),162. - /

Martin P. Nilsson, The Dionysiac Mysteries of the Hellenistic Age (Lund.
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® Edson,“Macedonia I ”,185.

Evans, “Eschatology and Ethics”,76.
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Evans, “Eschatology and Ethics”,77.
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Edson, “Cults of Thessalonica”,189—190.
Edson, “Cults of Thessalonica”,200.
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2 Jewett, Thessalonian Correspondence,123.
Evans, “Eschatology and Ethics”,69.
Jewett, Thessalonian Correspondence,131.
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