AEEF—HUBBELSRREANEE/HROBE 3

REFMF— XN BREREGRE=
Xt BB VBRI %

Killing Logos: A Comparison of Bonhoeffer and Mou Tsang-san’s

Interpretation of Jesus the Christ
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. Deng Shaoguang Hong Kong Lutheran Theological Seminary
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The German theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer says that when the
human logos encounters the incarnate Logos of God, the human lo-
gos will crucify the divine. Placed in the Chinese context, this theo-
logical assertion diametrically opposes the absolute idealism of con-
temporary Confucian philosopher Mou Tsang-san. The essence of
the killing of divine Logos lies in the approach to the interpretation
of Christ. This paper attempts to contrast Bonhoeffer’s Christology
with Mou’s interpretation and understanding of Christ, their differ-
ent ways of thinking and their dominant underlying principles. Bon-
hoeffer emphasizes the limitations of our human rational and subjec-
tive understanding of Christ, due to the hiddenness of the Logos on
the one hand, and the ontological otherness of the Logos on the
other. Mou, however, presupposes that humanity is the vehicle
through which Tao is manifested; therefore, Tao is not hidden. It
then follows that the life of Jesus is merely one of humanity’s erﬁ-
bodiments or manifestations of Tao, one which can be understood

subjectively and rationally.
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