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The rehtiomhp between Christianity and Chinese society and cul-
/ture is an important and widely debated subject among social scientists in
China today. It is a historical problem with contemporary relevance,
thereby capturing the interest of acddemia around the world. Through lite-
rature review, this article attempts to provide a comprehensively historical
survey of the relationship between Christianity and Chinese society and
culture as it examines the historical background and social context of
Christian philanthropy and welfare services in China, the target groups
they serviced, their motives and objéctives, scope and content, resourc-
es, organization and infrastructure. The author champions a contextual-
ized perspective that sees philanthropy and welfare services as the
Church’s best eniry point into Chinese society, by which it could serve
society, facilitate cultural exchange and strengthen mutual understanding.
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