18 fEIMEEEE  BEBOULETICE 9 #-2003 &)

E%*%ﬁﬁé%%%m KR
B — A

Jubilee Legislation and Covenant Duty: An Approach to Economic Ethics
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. To help myself to apply the Jubilee legislation, I am proposing a
- construct that I shall refer to as “the Jubilee ideal.” It is coniposed of
three aspects. The first is a concem for the environment. This is based
upon the stipulation to let the land rest one year in seven. The second is
to promote economic self — sufficiency among the poor. This aspect of the
ideal is baséd upon the stipulations to cancel debts and redistribute land.
The third aspect of the Jubilee ideal is a balance between equality and
freedom in economic structure. The Jubilee legislation allowed for material
incentives and private 6wne1§hip This meant freedom to compete. The
leglslatlon also prescribed equality of land ownelshlp in rural areas and
redlstnbutlon of land penodlca]ly This meant freedom was balanced by
equality .

How does the Jubilee leglslatlon speak to someone like this author,
who is a Christian living in a capitalist society at the beginning of the 21st
century? The economic system 6f7 the World Trade Organization (WTO)
promotes competition but neglects equality. Those who compéfé unsuc-
cessfully I shall refer to as “the poor.” What is my Christian duty in such -

a context? First, it is my covenant duty, in ways that I am capable of, to
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empower the poor so that they either compete more successfully within the
WTO system, or become more nearly self — sufficient outside the system.
Second, I need to consider how someone living in a democratic capitalist
society can best pursue the Jubilee ideai . Third, in an information soci-
ety, education is becoming the principle form of economic resource, so
equal access to quality education would be crucial in empowering the
poor. A non — profit organization, seeking to bring good education to the
'poor would, in the 21st century, be paradigmatic in terms of the Jubilee
ideal . :
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@ Raymond B. Dillard & Tremper Longman I, 47 Introduction to the Old Testament
(Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan, 1994), pp.40-48, 74, 92-97.



