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The academic conference on “ Contemporary Religion and
Empirical Research Methodology” was held October 8 =10, 2003 at
the Beijing Da Jue Temple. It was cosponsored by Renmin
"University of China, Institute for the Study of Buddhisni and
Religious Theory and the Institute for the Study of Christian
Culture, the University of San Francisco Ricci Institute for Chinese-
Western Cultural History Research, and the Luce Foundation of the
America. Participants at the conference have all engaged in field
research from diverse ’perspectives of sociology, history and
anthropology. Based on experience, conferees explored the empirical
approach to research in an open and in — depth, discussing the
parameters of empirical research, validity issues, data analysis, and

other appending problems.
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