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This article employs three metaphors—a gate, a house, and a
way—to illustrate the dialogue between people from different reli-
gions. Dialogue is what happens when we open our gates to other
people, and when we ourselves enter the gates of others. A house
teaches us how to conceive and understand our religious address in a
religiously pluralistic world. And if religion is a way, religious life is
to embark on a journey.

A real dialogue between people, including interfaith dialogue,
does not necessarily have an objective because it is basically a way of
being human. But interfaith dialogue is often done with a specific
objective: to establish friendship, to resolve conflicts, to work for
justice, peace and social concerns, to deepen understanding, and
perhaps to convert the other. All these aspects of dialogue may be
valuable and necessary, but it is important that there are no hidden

motives in such dialogues.
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