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S. Bulgakov is an important figure in the development of liber-

“al theology within Russia’s Eastern Orthodox Church. His study of

Marxisté philosophy and economics in his early years and his dissatis-
faction with the non-rational elements in traditional theology
prompted Bulgakov to pioneer a new theology that is more scientifi-
cally based. He labored to achieve an ideal organic synfhesis of phi-
losophy and theology, to create a theoretical construct that is more
congenial to the modern mind. Eternal Light is his work that em-
bodies that ultimate synthesis.

In his interpretation of God, Bulgakov insisted on the notions
of theophany and theogony, thereby relating God and the develop-
mental process of the world with human beings who are both eco-
nomic and transcendent subjects. Bulgakov restated Soloviov’s no-
tion of the “unity of all things”, but. in the course of its critique,
created the unique notion of “sophy”. He held that wisdom belongs
not only to the Creator, but to the creature as well. Wisdom links
the Creator and the creature, embracing all, mirtu/ring all. Hence,
wisdom unites the divine and the secular, God and man, into an in-

tegrated, unionized whole.
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With regard to anthropology, Bulgakov proposed the idea that
“man is ‘postas’. ” Painstakingly, he exposited the theory that man
possesses a personhoéd similar to God. The acts of man are an ex-
ténsion of the creative acts of God s displaying the freedom given to
man by God. But the freedom of man must be regulated by the love
of God and the necessity of God, in order that the creative acts of
God and the creative acts of man may ultimately be unified into one

unassailable, integral whole.
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