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 This paper offers foundations for comparing moral life in Judeo —-
Christian covenant community and Ru (Confucian) community. First, we
consider how a heart made new in Christ finds expression in covenant
community. Second, to understand Ru community, we explore Chinese
“primal” culture with its concept of “Jiao” (Instruction) that brings all
“into a shared pattern or way of living together. Third, we clarify the inno-
vativé contribution of Ru instruction to Chinese primal culture. Fourth,
we draw from David Novak’s Covenant Rights: A Study in Jewish Politi-
cal Theory in which he considers covenant relations as those wherein ac-
tion is to be a response to what others claim from us in accordance with
God’ s normative and just order." Using Novak’ s terms of analysis, we
compare the innovative transformation of the Jewish covenant by the new
covenant (new heaft) in Christ with- Ru innovative transformation of Chi-
nese primal instructional governance. Finding considerable “resonance”
between these two creative transformations of tradition, we consider how

those of a new heart in Christ and those of Ru moral instruction could
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work together for balanced modern reform of communal life together.
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