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[EXRE] |

In what follows 1 intend to offer a Catholic perspective on this com-
mon Western legacy of covenantal discourse. It may serve as a reminder
 that covenantal discourse defines an arena for the exploration of meaning-
ful disagreement as well as overarching consensus. Covenantal discourse,
everyone may agree in principle, tends to promote democracy and human
rights, but it does not in and of itself warrant any single interpretation of
what democracy and human nghts are, or how these should be institution-
alized in nations with diverse histories and cultures. Catholic and Protes-
tant perspectivés on the covenant may overlap on some issues and diverge
on others, because a Catholic interpretation of covenantal discourse tends
to draw more deeply on the social practices of premodern and preReforma-
tion Christianity, and view them more appreciatively. Catholicism’s rela- k
tionship to modernization, in short, is different from that played out in the

* history of Reformed Protestantism. ‘
My paper proceeds in the following manner. First, I sketch a brief
history of the social forms of covenantal community that developed within
preReformation Christianity, with -partictﬂar emphasis on the history of
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Western mbnasticism, and offer a few observations on how these covenan- |
tal social forms have contributed to premodemn Westemn economic and so- ‘
cial development. Second, I offer some remarks on what I take to be their
ongoing relevance for the development of business and professional ethics
in a covenantal perspective. Finally, I conclude with some very brief re-
marks on how th&e resources may make a contribution in China today .
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@ See Max DePree, Leadership is an Art, Garden City, New York: Doubleday, 1989.

@ Sec the pastoral letier of the National Conference of Cahtolic Bishops, “Economic Justice
for All: Catholic Social Teaching and the U.S. Economy” (1986), in Catholic Social Thought :
The Documentary Heritage, David J. O’ Brien and Thomas A. Shannon, eds., Maryknoll, New
York: Orbis Books, 1992, pp. 572 - 680.

® See Laura L. Nash, Good Iusentions Aside: A Manager’ s Guide to Resolving Ethical
Problems , Boston, Massachusetts: Harvard Business School Press, 1993. - )



THESBREFHEL . — P REHORA 57

FHEAEHITEIR , TE A0S 7R J7 S0 i sk b B8 0 JR L o OB A%
B4R FEPE , FCH G RS So AR T BLE A B F TR TSR
WATRR R IR (LN S5 2 3 T HE2E MO 1 76 2 B0 AR A8,
IR 25 BT 249 B e 1 2 G 05 SO o R e B A S 2
MBRR . FEPTH O, TR SRl B E AR AL R 0 )7 Rk
2} o . o

TERRE R R E R EEX— LR T I 55
%, X AMOFIEN T 38 K R RO, T2 570 B
% R E B S B Z R . (URBRX T
L2 EE T A AL S S BOA I & X R R B TRAR X — A5
e, — R EH A RA A, REZMR AT RE—
R, B EAABLRERE, G2 B TRARE
R HE B SRR R -5 AR 0T 7E A R 3 RIS A
b R o B AL AT 3 — L . R BB S BB I
WA T BEAE— R TR Se B 2 AL, T AE 33 4h— Sy AT 40088, Y Oy
A2 EEMR EHFR TN RIS 2 S B0 &%
BUE AR PEIR . K EHBO S X R R AR TR 807
o ONATAT LA R 3 T 3 038 ST AR AL B 3 —530 5 3
W SR RIEOR TR 45" B B R AL SR 2SRk
Fidro LA, XFAZIXREBRALA T B AR, K 3 W
BRI . K EH R, R TR
ST I I B A A5 GERE M, 7T Ak F T R AR i R
ARG AR At . TAE T AR 7 B i % R — 4%
B, BATUTRFRABIFER. 8%, REREAH—F

@  See Emst Troeltsch, Protestansism and Progress: A Historical Study of the Relation of
Protestantism to the Modern World (1912), Boston, Massachuseits: Beacon Press, 1966; see also
Iangdu'ig(%key, Catholicism Confronts Modernity: A Protestant- View, New York: The Seabury
Press, . ’
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@ See Gerhard B. Ladner, The Idea of Reform: Its Impaci on. Christian Thought and Ac-
tion in the Age of the Fathers , New York: Harper and Row, 1967; additional sources consulted in
this historcical sketch include Thomas Bokenkotter, A Concise History of the Catholic Church. ( Re-
vised and_ Expanded Edition), New York: Doubleday, 1990; The Oxford Mlustrated History of
Christianity , John McManners, ed., New York: Oxford University Press, 2001; and Richard W.
Southem, Western Society and the Church in the Middle Ages, Harmondsworth, UK: Penguin
Books, 1985.
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(D See Michael Novak, The Spirit of Democratic Capitalism , New York: Simon and Schus-
ter, 1982. . . )
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@  See Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism , New York: Charles
Scribner’ s Sons, 1958.
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@ Al quotations from “Economic Justice for All” are taken from Catholic Social Thought :
The Documentary Heritage , David J. O’ Brien and Thomas A. Shannon, eds., Maryknoll, New
York: Orbis Books, 1992.
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@ “#BhJE N (subsidiarity ) B & 7E Pope Pius XI s encyclical letter, “Quadragesimo
anno” (On the 40® Anniversary of Rerum Novarum ) #&H5R 89, W, Catholic Social Thought :
The Documentary Heritage , David J. O’ Brien and Thomas A. Shannon, eds., Maryknoll, New
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@ * See Amartya Sen, Development as Freedom, New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2000.



70 [EIPRRE  FEBOULETIGE 9 82003 %)

U B S T U LA W A SRS R S FBTRE A
i B, PR B A B KR TR 60 B i 3, # 5 IR
B AR S 4 s T AR T I 0 A T A 8 BRI BT
LGB, T G ARG B R BT BE, HEHE
KR R R R R YR BT, 3 TR F R IRE , L
AT A #H T T



