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Abstract

Universal salvation is a controversial issue in Barth scholarship. The
issue involves not only the question of whether and in what sense Barth
advocates universal salvation, but also the reason why he explicitly denies
universal salvation even though his theology seems to imply it logically.
This essay attempts to explore the issue through comparing Barth’s relevant
discourses with the Mahayana Buddhist discourses on universal salvation.
It argues that in a Mahayana Buddhist perspective, especially through the
doctrine of skillful means, it is possible, legitimate, and even coherent
for Barth to accept universal salvation on the one hand and deny it on the
other. The essay concludes that apart from their seeming similarities, there
are also some significant differences between the Mahayana Buddhist and
Barth’s discourses on universal salvation. First, whereas Barth’s approach
is based mainly on orthodoxy and orthopraxis, the Mahayana Buddhist
approach to universal salvation is based also on orthopathos. Second, whereas
Barth’s discourses tend to focus on the election of humankind, the Mahayana
affirmation of universal salvation clearly covers non-human beings. Third,
the Mahayana Buddhist discourses emphasize the equality between sentient
beings and the bodhisattvas or even Buddha(s), whereas Barth might
highlight the divine initiative and the uniqueness of Jesus Christ.
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[ (Karl Barth, 1886-1968) 5 it & VBRI T i — s, @
W T B IR, IR RIET U R 7 I AR T Rk, ©
T At 458 (AT P R b — 7 T DL & T 2 i e diie, 1B
— RN EET . ¥ A EEE ER AR S 2 R T — P 4H
MR R, Rt B S ATR M EE s, SR X IR, A%
SCHE A RTINS R R, B R S E AR
gh, SKIMIRTT RS AT AR AT ZOL RO, 25, ASoesikitie
EUR 75 M AR SR TR Re, I E AT b 2 R T 3 14k
KOVRAEAE TR IS, SR, AN S KT E:, %R

SR —ETR.
AFBHSEHRE

e R Y FOC A TR RTR B bR . RIR b H EE B LA
FEFRGRER W FERE, SEEEIGE . H HAEEREDIL
o FHIMATBERERINER, X—FHEEERmE Nk 1
I, AAMZAEE S A% DErT, DRIHSERE . B4

O IEREE R ARG SR, 22 B, (AR SRR E—
EURR S R O HETE L TR ), 48 XL 47 (2007FK), #5141-167T1, [TSENG Shao
Kai, “Apokatastais and Final Condemnation: Karl Barth’s Dialectical Treatment of Universal
Salvation,” Zogos & Pneuma, vol. 47 (Autumn 2017): 141-167.]

2 For example, Joseph D. Bettis, “Is Karl Barth a Universalist?,” Scorzish Journal of
Theology 20.4 (1967): 423-436.

@ . Colwell, “The Contemporaneity of the Divine Decision: Reflections on Barth’s Denial
of ‘universalism’,” in Universalism and the Doctrine of Hell, ed. Nigel M de S. Cameron
(Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1992), 139-160; Oliver D. Crisp, “On Barth’s Denial of
Universalism,” 7Zemelios 29 (2003): 18-29.
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Bl EISREHEER, “KIF” 5 YNGR WEREESH, ERE
TITRMHTEBEEARNRGE, HRUEE KR, KRIFRHEIE
SHRGE, AMUEEE EREHE, FHERARZ ARSI
ARAER Rk N RISERG s R H, SRREN AR E RS, RRE DY)
AR AL EIR. URBRA SR, AR St — 5 R r
EE, AEOTHNERE. Bk, SRR EmS, kg, B
—PINER, ARSI E N Bk, SRR S,
R AT DARE (2 — BB DR AMES SR A A RS R RE N E ,
XEFERRENE . HERTERMRREENFE. £=, M
MEEmS, BOENREERNZRGE, XTI RRAIRBRE, M2
BRI R IRER S, BEmETERSHNER. FP, A TN
R AR S, B R ETERALLK, SRS MARKTT (EE
W TR EEGET, DX RN A A A A R 752

RIS D, W T R e B SR A —E M HIEE
b s I Tk, ESRIEIN s R, (HB IV SREERE WY
— MR R B . HOULRRERR R b, AR AR L @
kR E R MR TARE, —YIAE . RS R A, bty
BRI BE: Bk, BLObROPIRE ik 2 SN AE O R A, @
HE T TR AR 12, R R EOR A R
WAl HARMEEAYIE T (1200-1253) HE— B4R, —UIEAEE
e, 4P LUE R A S BN E . T4k, A ER
X R — PN B E S, iR BT S R, BE
RN B AR B

© G R 5%E, £ Paul Williams, Makdyina Buddhism: The Doctrinal
Foundations, 2nd Edition (London: Routledge, 2009), 103-128.

@ See for details: Sallie B. King, Buddha Nature (Delhi: Sri Satguru Publications, 1992).

% See: Masao Abe, A Study of Dogen: His Philosophy and Religion, ed. Steven Heine
(Albany: State University of New York, 1992), 35-76; Heinrich Dumoulin, Zen Znlightenment:
Origins and Meaning, trans. John C. Maraldo (New York: Weatherhill, 1979), 102-124.
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HRIE M HIRE R ARA IR, THEER IS TAXEAR 2 b, &
E RIS MBS ARE IR, =R, BREH
TIIRAE R A, ERESMEED . RSB 0EEE, B
o & ESCVIBEIRI S, ARSI AR, © G HAIF
ferh, MR EETRIRERMA: “FARAMIR. AR HOBARS
BB 7 B MRS, B, ERERL, JTEE R, T MU
FERIXA IR, AT R RIEH AR E AT B R

FEHRETE 25, B—PELNRIKXRMAIRIEHITE. X
Feb, AARNETFEARAYEBGE L, LhaERTRie T
T E L, e MERERSITHEN R, RIE(LES
), FIsRPEBREAR B B AT AP+ /&, HhE+/\ et IUER:

@ paul Williams, Mahdyana Buddhism, 229-231.
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BENIEEEI T DAES o XN CH S/, Bb B G 3T R & A0
“TEPERTRPE b IR . XA E S SR, R — M AR
RBE A 1 R DR B 0 P B TR

b XM AR 1t R, AR RT AR A AN B T ik K Y
LR AR, X PR R R DU HERE, SRR
SR ANHERERE 2 /N Bl H A%+ ESEE (1173-1262) 1A
N, EHARBENN, REEEEE, ALEREDBTEERE, R
e E OmEs; Bk, BOE 2@ BMRGE, fifkE—al{T
ORI 2o, R R Al S HE M L AR ST R BE B Ot DR . 3%
B X MR RARE 5 i N A E Fr it B | n(E IS5 .
FEHSHERIIE S, & BRI R TR BV E = R R AE il
Hobe. @ 5 b, EREA A i 5%+ BRI, @

MARTRBBINAS, L ERARE L RAEHRE R R —
AR, e SRR ERTR R R, AR A, IE

@ Alfred Bloom, “Shinran’s Way,” in Buddhist Spirituality: Later China, Korea, Japan, and
the Modern World, eds. Takeuchi Yoshinori et al (New York: Crossroad, 1999), 222-238.

@ paul O. Ingram, 7he Modern Buddhist-Christian Dialogue (Lewiston, New York: The
Edwin Mellen Press, 1988), 347-382.

% Zx. Barth, Church Dogmatics, 1/ 2, trans. G. T. Thomson & H. Knight (Edinburgh: T.
& T. Clark, 1956), 280-361; Karl Barth, On Religion: The Revelation of God as the Sublimation
of Reljgion, trans. & intro. Garrett Green (London: T & T Clark, 2006).
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XA T H DS M XA R AR G R SERS, FRAR N E R
HERFAMYZR, AU AT M E RS R W E R — S
MR XRRAANARFRRERE, FLEpmBE . ArEhm
1 i, RE—FARNER, TRXZEDERM, SFEA
PR o AAARATER 2T 1R 20 H VS & B8 2 REARN
=, BREAARMRKE@E XMo@z (k) nEke
PEEE, AR S AT L R R = AN — 8, miEF AR
E MR BRI B NS,

XA R R B HE, ISR “JT 1 (upiya)
MM TSRy b Ris, PR AR A2 MR 75,
ORI 28 AR A AR L 2525 00 . © BARIX AR [R (93 ek
PR TR R R EARF G, (BB T4 e i A, A8
ATHELL R ZET 7RIS, RIRESEREN /N8R fZ

® David W. Chappell, “From Dispute to Dual Cultivation: Pure Land Responses to Ch’an
Critics,” in 7raditions of Meditation in Chinese Buddhism, ed. Peter N. Gregory (Honolulu:
University of Hawaii Press, 1986), 163-197.

@ AP EBILHS, 7S, Michael Pye, Skillfil Means: A Concept in Mahayana
Buddhism (London: Duckworth, 1978); John W. Schroeder, Ski//fi/ Means: The Heart of
Buddhist Compassion (Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 2001).
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TEMAERREASIERICE, MeEENE0, NRAREBRE
MBI a L XS B BURERIAER), H A TIHMR R R, 5L
b, T EEIONE, T EHZERRRSIRE R AR R HIZR
g, AL FIRARPIARR I AR ESL, BN TS RELN
— M EBNERRG . ¥ XA % R R N — Rt B R 2 2
R, ESHHMREOE B L X EETLOW S, HEa]
DRt — P35 5E, AT, HrI s FEAFE L. SRR
HEER RS 80 IR B0757E. IEan (HEEEES) Brikify, A
ROEARRKARE, EFrHETHR, &£, RRSEE, L2RAH
BN BIR . SRR CIRET T XEEDRE “IER”
iz, SERRAERIH SRR ME S, ARpE HRE, AT
WETHFEMNTTERER; Xt (4EL) i, “&HEpE
frrRE, 2AhEEHE" (FhEsE/\) o Kitfs, EEaUER
FRLLEE . AR A . PEARE R AT RER EARF JEULE, B
R R E A E, TX AT DU A R i ek, @

@ Alfred Bloom, “Shinran’ s VVay,’y 230.

@ erhE R, A]E, Man Chanju, 7%e History of Doctrinal Classification in
Chinese Buddhism. A Study of the Panjiao Systems (Lanham: University Press of America, 2006).

@ Z=. Kristin Beise Kiblinger, Buddhist Inclusivism: Attitudes towards Religious Others
(Burlington, VT: Ashgate Publishing Company, 2005).

Y DL ERTROHOSE I RAE A, TBERMEE: B - (TR o
e POEEER IR ), A EXCEE, 201148, $5253-27801, [Lai Pan Chiu,
Mahayana Christian Theology: Thought Experiments of Sino-Christian Theology (Hong Kong:
Logos & Pneuma Press, 2011), 253-278.]
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EWIHRE N A, L EREE, DRENHEIDES S —Mih$
MERas, EAEAHR DR E g G A, Mk —sdE4am
NSRRI F o © BV A A MDA B i SR B — Fig % FR I
BE, RMEHE, “HEZH, BRETFNEELERIAYTYE
I (apokatastasis) a2 R0 (universal reconciliation) H—rTgEEFTT
BASEE. " P RS R ROE, i “Ii/RScE XU RNGE
FERNEESEIERE, BRSRIFHBEX VNI ST
{9, MIEMBEATR BN, BREESHE BN EERrER, &
HRIEMEASE HERER 5k, ZRA Az 4L.

Bk, EVRRES TR kR g R Y — SRR RE SRR 4,
iR, R ERHERE TR RS, T XA,
ENE R EH S 2N, DR EE, B T HsREE I —
B, thEBIMOOE, ¥ Hesh, BAREEHEL, EIEMAEZRE
HRBRILE:, MiARL, © (EfthiRH, —EARAHBREREE A

O e e () RIS . 22 Lai Pan-chiu, “Karl Barth and Buddhist-Christian
Studies in China,” Journal of Comparative Scripture 6 (2015): 69-112.

@ filtn: Hans Urs von Balthasar, Dare We Hope “That all Man be Saved’?, trans. David
Kipp & Lothar Krauth (San Francisco: Ignatius Press,1988), 94, 196-197.

@ Barth, Church Dogmatics, IV / 3, trans. G. W. Bromiley (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark,
1961-2), 478.

4 Barth, Church Dogmatics, 1/ 2, 329.

® Barth, Church Dogmatics, IV / 3, 113-114.

® Barth, Christ and Adam. Man and Humanity in Romans 5, trans. T. A. Smail (Edinburgh:
Oliver and Boyd, 1956), 6, 10.
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&bt , JHAA B rlDEd fEE = E, —ERKEhEl, —#%
FETERTEA . Eeal— FSEFR I RA TS . ® ERDLILII, L3R
OCRTDAfE RS T80 &, el DURAR RS IS T8 EER
BRI TR SRR, BB RAGEIMY ERERE, A[AA T
SR 5T (Mitbrider), © ADIFERIR, EUR R IX B AHE
MEFIEHEERIRE, @ (BRXERE—iRE, BRI IR
i — MU B ARSR M EARIE e U IR

B=, WTER, DRHUERAZEE, RETMRTPENRR, stiF
FRARIFEBZECR A L MARRIF T B B AR A TR EREY W
FARA]" (Neint) R HAGEER), © H B2 R/, O ED T
iii(one-sided), © ZATMI, MRAE—LLHLIRE, EAEEMAEIE S, B
HOFR A TE ftoxe I AR ) R 37, R B A TP, @ X R
&%, WROFRHSHEHINYD, RAEEENLE. 32 AD#
%Eﬁﬁjﬁﬁﬁigﬁﬁ(Hans Urs von Balthasar, 1905—1988)1’%&5@{51&, N

@ Barth, Church Dogmatics, 111 / 2, trans. H. Knight, G. W. Bromiley, J. K. S. Reid & R. H.
Fuller (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1960), 199, 276.

@ Barth, Church Dogmatics, 1/1, trans. G. W. Bromiley (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, second
edition 1975), 60.

@ Barth, Gesprdche IV, 1964-1968, 401; %55 Paul S. Chung, Aar/ Barth: God’ s Word
in Action (Eugene, Oregon: Cascade, 2008), 462.

@ IE47 Sevn Ensminger 15}, EARHENSEE, HIOESE REGA TR, nlLIfE
FARRMESZER, A R ARAN SR (revelations) (£1E, MTETEHERT
;5 (potentiality) BY GENT (capability) 2 10 &3 52 (fact) . -, EAFFEN. “HABAIOOE”
( “other lights” )TV A M HSERILEHEAnE—EDERUEE s SOREN, HA 00T
AEINIRES IR A TR AR “HEarfye” A, 2= Sven Ensminger, Kaz/ Barth's Theology as
a Resource for a Christian Theology of Reljgions (London: Bloomsbury, 2014), 27-40.

© See: Barth, “No!” in Nacural Theology, ed. John Baillie, trans. Peter Fraenkel (London:
The Centenary Press, 1946), 65-128.

© Emil Brunner, “Nature and Grace,” in Natural Theology, ed. John Billie, 59.

© Hans Kiing, Does God Exist?, trans. Edward Quinn (London: Collins, 1980), 525-528.
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VERI DL AR 2k, DRI m] 2 —Fp R motEeEie
iR o FIRELRR 0T, Dﬁ%@ﬁ@?%ﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁmxﬁﬁﬁﬁ
i (one-sided); 1fnA T &HAEE EE A S R
WML£h®i¢Wbo@M%MZ,E%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂ,%%
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e — D ANENFEWE R, 52, FESALE, BFRAE
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BEID “EEbam e o ©

MAFFEfZ . HTT RIS E K, Wrr A NIRRT
1A AR, FUR MR ) 3R 0K TR A A M R A AT
Bz, M EIZEE, G E s T 2 (T 51,

® Hans Urs von Balthasar, 7%e Theology of Karl Barth: Exposition and Interpretation,
trans. Edward T. Oakes (San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 1992).

@ Bruce L. McCormack, Kar/ Barth'’s Critically Realistic Dialectical Theology: Its Genesis
and Development 1909-1936 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1995).

® Barth, 7he Word of God and the Word of Man, trans. Douglas Horton (London:
Hodder & Stoughton, 1935), 103.

@ Barth, Church Dogmatics, 11 / 1, trans. T. H. L. Parker, W. B. Johnston, K. McKnight & J.
L. M. Haire (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1957), 634.

® John Webster, Bart/r (London: Continuum, 2000), 20-48.

414 - 20194F



otz AEHBEER

ELRfE I S 105, R RAHE, LAFEHBHE R R
BCEIS s B R R RVARIE ik, AT ILT @k 3o 2% IR B (3 FH A%
IE, HRETLIEEN T AR A B IR, 210 22l
W EFRE T O R B R o S BR e A T A A e ds, ELgF R
DLURE 2 {8 AR T S 2, SRR N s Aok 15, ]
DB A RS s B AR R 3 5. R 5 A EU & A e
BV IX PR R TR o L RF IO AR 1SE, REWS MR RE AMTEL AR E R R LA
BHIMAR, XA ER M E R A B2 e U BEF
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Offenbarung als Aufhebung der Religion)ﬁﬁ?ﬁ&ﬁ@, R = EF 22T, i
SifhJERAE (e ) BIUSE=Ne “HAROOE Ba—Erdsitt. 2.
Garrett Green, “Introduction: Barth as Theorist of Religion,” in: Karl Barth, On Religion: The
Revelation of God as the Sublimation of Religion, trans. & intro. Garrett Green, 1-29; 55A]Z:,
flEE: (EVRARSTE . —DUBMRN R G ) . LB OB A, (ARSI
) (Bl DOUBIVE#COEFZ AT, 2000) , 55191-21501, [LAI Pan-chiu, “Karl
Barth On Religion: A Sino-Christian Reflection,” in Kaz/ Barth and Sino-Christian Theology, eds.
LAI Pan-chiu and Andres S. K. Tang (Hong Kong: Logos & Pneuma Press, 2000), 191-215.] Z5 [,
R RIS 5 I =itk 351, IRATEE R A3 BIZ E19304F K 19604E 1)
RIRNBUASMERT AT MTE L 20 =+ F RO SR 2 A B s i fth 2 S TEHh
Bt N “EERIVERE B (EITTES) (Barmen Declaration) [%S Sven Ensminger, Kar/
Barth's Theology as a Resource for a Christian Theology of Religions, 24-27.]

Y BT EAFECRNE, R B A B LR TR E AR, M
TR A A AR R B R BRI AR . A R R R B R BRI Y12
B, AR N 5020, [7]2: David Lauber, Barth on the Descent into Hell- God,
Atonement and the Christian Lifé (Burlington: VT: Ashgate, 2004).]
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RIS DUR AR I — DB ANE, E2RAAIN B3 TR
HARK, 8 — I — R B A B R b — kg B 2. @
“EAFAE N — TS ROE, (B BB N — (AR Y
SRR IR : MR RS o de etuRR eI R . ™ @ dbdh, B
R R & — M SRR | BEANESNE, £
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ORI CRTREB o) | 5969-102, 197-22151, [Lai Pan Chiu, Makayana
Christian Theology, 69-102,197-221.]

? Tom Greggs, Barth, Origen, and Universal Salvation: Restoring Partcularity (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2009), 29-31.

¥ Tbid., 31.

@ Tom Greggs, “Pessimistic Universalism: Rethinking the Wider Hope with Bonhoeffer
and Barth,” Modern Theology 26.4 (2010):495-510.
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AR ECHELRE, SPRHEMANREEER, AR TR
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Pan Chiu, Mahayana Christian Theology, 197-221.]

@ % “BALR (contingent universalism)5 “AZRE R (necessary
universalism) ()3 5ll, Z: Oliver D. Crisp, “I Do Teach It, but I also Do Not Teach It: The
Universalism of Karl Barth (1886-1968),” 306-309.
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% Mark S. M. Scott, “Guarding the Mysteries of Salvation: The Pastoral Pedagogy of
Origen’s Universalism,” Journal of Early Christian Studies 18.3 (2010): 347-368.
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¥ Timothy Scheuers, “An Evaluation of Some Aspects of Karl Barth’s Doctrine of
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