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At the height of the Middle Ages, Europe witnessed the grad-
ual birthing of many independent national languages. Independent
literature with national distinctives flourished in many quarters. But
by and large, the literature of the period did not serve as vehicles for
personal expression; they were aesthetic manifestations of European
religious passion. However, medieval literary criticism as part of the
vernacular movement, showed little interest in the works of con-
temporary writers. Instead, attention was devoted to the study of
allegories and metaphors, didactic functions of literature, and theo-
logical symbolism in the arts, etc.

The characteristics of literary criticism in the High Middle.

Ages are sampled in J. S. Eriugene’s translation of Pseudo-Diony |
sus, Bernard of Silvestris’ critique of Neo-Platonism, and
Averroes’ introduction to Aristotelian thought. Thomas Aquinas 1
epitomizes the intellectual accomplishments of his time. This article;T

analyzes Thomas Aquinas’ theological explorations, which took him':



O - PR S it B BRI SO HPE 161

;‘gi‘nto the realm of aesthetics. I argue that in his reinterpretation of
faith and reason, mimesis and reality, aesthetics and virtue,

homas Aquinas established an unequivocal influence over western

“fiterary criticism for centuries to come.
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