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*Franke, a Russian philosopher of religion, was not a member
of the Eastern Orthodox Church of Russia. But being deeply dis-
turbed by the moral depravity of his day, he concentrated his efforts
in the reconstruction of a Christian ethic. The Christian ethic is a
key component of his religious philosophy, and has its roots in a re-
ligious worldview. Upon this foundation, Franke built a well-inte-

grated ethical system. Central to this system is the two-fold princi-

ple of Franke’s Christian ethic the formation of the human spir-
it based upon the Christian faith on the one hand, and human be-
havior determined by a Christian ethic of this-worldly engagement
on the other. This two-fold prihciple arises from the belief that the
God-given presence of man with God and in God is to be realized
within a morally darkened environment that is not from God. Ap—
plied to daily Christian living, this two-fold principle offers defini-
tive guidance to one’ s value system on the one hand, and practical
instruction to one’s conciﬁct on: the other. In Franke’s philosophy

of ethics, we hear the call of God where he expects and encourages

man to live morally. There is a sense of helplessness in view of the
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tyranny of evil. But there is also courage and activism in the call to

overcome evil with good a gobdness that comes out of a love
that is knowledgeable, a love that restrains through reason. Man is
not called to wait passively for God’ s final redemptive act. It is
man’s duty to confront evil in the world; he is called to do his best

to promote what is good and restrain what is evil.
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