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The Bible has influenced world literary culture in many
ways, providing authors of every period with a rich treasury of
ideas, plots, characters and themes, as well as resonant turns of
language and an extensive register of wise aphorisms. In Cana-
dian literature, one of the most pervasive aspects of biblical influ-
ence pertains to the way in which the experience and the history
of particular families have been recorded and interpreted. This is
evident not only in diaries and informal histories, but in the best
work of prominent novelists. Two contemporary novelists who
will illustrate the informative power of biblical narrative for a fic-
tive fashioning of family saga are Margaret Laurence and Rudy
Wiebe.

Laurence, widely known for her strong female protagonists,
has in her most famous novel, The Stone Angel, drawn on both
Old Testament patriarchal narratives and their New Testament
interpretation to create a powerful study of the spiritual and psy-
chological relationship between febellious self-assertion and self-

inflicted bondage. The basis of her subtle analysis also turns out
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to be biblical a strongly inteljnalized paradigm of the overall
argument of the Bible, especially of its prophetic writers like Isa-
iah.

Wiebe, who comes from the pacifist Mennonite Christfan
community of the Canadian prairies, is concerned in his Blue
Mountains of China to show how the fragments of a disjointed
and scattered multi-family generational history can obtain a sense
of coherence, meaning and eventually closure through a process
of relating all of the complexity of life’s events to the covenan-
tal, providential conception of history found in the Bible. Here
too, the interpretative model is internalized from the Bible. But
in Wiebe’s case, it is drawn specifically from the New Testament

teachings of Jesus and a strong sense of the immanent possibili-

ties of grace, redemption and future hope.
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