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Pauline Rhetoric — A Study in Multiculturalism
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[EXRE]

The article examines how classical rhetorical theories are used in the
reading of the New Testament, especially that of the Pauline epistles.
Paul’ s rhetoric has multi — cultural features that ihclude Greco — Roman,
Jewish, and Christian rhetoric. The first part of the essay points out the
limitations of using classical Greco — Roman handbooks. One needs to re-
spect the unique multiculturalism of New Testament and Pauline rhetoric,
the study of which suggests the need to revise and expand the Greco — Ro-
man rhetoric as presented in classical handbooks. The second part of the
essay discusses the unique features of Pauline rhetoric and their roots in
Greco — Roman and Jewish traditions. Given Paul’ s multicultural rheto-
ric, New Testament scholars studying Pauline epistles cannot simply apply
classical handbooks to the text. We must differentiate between the differ-
ent thetorical traditions as they affect discourse, logic, style and composi-
tion, comparing and contrasting them in order to uncover the multiple lev-

els of meaning in the original text.



