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This article attempts to discern new trends in the histbriogra—
phy of Christianity in China, with a special focus on the seventeenth
and eighteenth centuries. The author first analyses the major
paradigm shift in the study of Christianity in China: from a mainly
missiological and Eurocentric to a Sinological and Sinocentric ap-
proach. Next, the article discusses some major methodological ques- -
tions: positivist and textual history (China, Europe) versus inter-
pretative and narrative history (U. S.). In a third programmatic
section, new topics of research are indicated (e. g. general histories;
social prosopography, historical anthropology, history of sciences,
intellectual 'history, etc.). They are inspired by developments in
the study of history in general. Finally, different interpretative
schemes are discussed: Was Christianity a' type of cultural contact,
a factor in the modernization, a marginal religion, a civilizing pro-

ject, or an encounter with The Other?
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