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Gadamer and Theological Hermeneutics
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Gadamer is recognized as the foremost spokesman for
philosophical hermeneutics. From the standpoint of aesthetics,
reading theory, and even deconstructionism, hermeneutic theory
was considered inherently anti-theology. However, in Truth and
Methodology, Gadamer quoted freely from famous Christian
theologians—from his mentor Bultmann, to Karl Baith , and
Ebeling, pointing out that the liveliest discussions in contemporary
hermeneutics were taking place in Protestant theology.

Therefore, whether we try to understand Christian theology
from the perspective of hermeneutics, or vice versa, we do well to
‘trace the relationship between Gadamer and theological hermeneut-
ics. This article attempts to follow the hermeneutics of - historical
context, of historical theology, and the hermeneutics of game, in
order to understand Gadamer’s theory of the relationship between

pietistic faith and understanding.
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