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[EXRE]

Many believe that the Chinese people practice ancestor wor-
shlp A study of past dynasties (ca. 1100 B. C.) show that there
was a conscious effort by the ruhng class to move away from an-
cestor worship. The lines from King Wen in the Book o f Odes ,
No. 235: “Don’t you mind your ancestors] Cultivate your virtue”
bear clear witness to this‘move. Part 1 of this paper is a discus-
sion of this change.

Another common belief is that the Chinese people believe in
a multitude of gods. In Part 2 of this paper the author argues
against this common belief. He attempts to show that during the
Shang and Chou periods, when they moved away from ancestor
worship, the Chinese already had the concept of a highest God:
“tien” ——God of gods and Lord of lords, who does not belong

to any particular tribe, but rules all of them.
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