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[(EXRE]

The period between the 16th and 17th centuries was the time
when foreign missionaries coming to China introduced Chinese cul-
ture to Europe. According to the Chinese Bibliography by H.
Cordier, more than 262 foreign works concerning China came off
the press between 1645 and 1742, with hundreds more yet to be
published. This article suggests the possible influence of Chinese
culture on'the emergence of modern European science, and conducts
a series of textual research into the relationship between the Leibnitz
binary system and the “Fu Xi Eight Diagrams” of the universe as
evidence. . ' .

Out of varioﬁs ulterior motives, pro-western elements hod con-
cealed the truth of the matter for a long period and alleged that the
“Fu Xi Eight Diagrams” first seen by Leibnitz was the “Fu Xi 64
Diagrams of Order” and the “Fu Xi 64 Diagrams of Orientation” in

the beeping of Father J. Bouvet, a French missionary. As a matter
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of fact, as early as 1687,Leibnitz had read the “Fu Xi Eight Dia-
grams” and the “Emperor 14 Diagrams” in Con fucius, the Chinese
Philosopher by Italian missionary P. Couplet. He had also studied
the “Fu Xi Eight Diagrams” in An Analysis of the Chinese Culture
and History by G. Spizel, a German theologian, in which the au-
thor named the “Fu Xi Eight Diagrams” “the Binary System”.
Published in 1660, this book was in trrn based on an earlier work,
The Chinese Ancient History published in 1648 by an Italian mission-
ary, M. Martini.
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