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Chinese Philosophy of Family and Its Potential
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Traditional Chinese society is organized around the clan and an in-
terpersonal ethic, at the center of which is the family. Today, even as the
intrinsic value of the family is widely affirmed in documents on interna-
tional human n'ghtsb and global ethics, the institution of the traditional
family is being challenged in many parts of the world. In response, this
essay tries to explore what the traditional ethic and philosophy of the Chi-

nese family may have to offer.
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