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The life of leisure and comfort, depicted in about a fifth of Bai Juyi’
s poetry, is a major theme in his works. A third of Bai Juyi’s most fa-
mous pieces are leisure poetry. The gossamer beauty characteristic of his
poems can be traced to deep personal religious sentiments. Bai Juyi’s re-
ligious thinking is eclectic in nature, combining elements of Buddhism,
Taoism, and other traditions. In this essay, these elements are studied in
comparison with Christian hymns, which are embodiments of Chl;istian
theology and piety. The essay points out how Bai Juyi expresses life’ s
ideals through poetry, and how in a larger sense, ancient Chinese intel-
lectuals find expression for their religious or inner life through the literary

medium .

BROAKTPHESHEHERYEAREZ . 0h5m
S, A B, B At D R 5 RE B A 2 AR
MEZA, WERHESFRNEERHT . AHEEEET
RO TR B 55 55 e 027 1R S K M0 DRSS B, L PR AF A TR
KEACKMEWFE, HTHEEN, RNEEF A5
ARIX RS, HRS KRB AT HES KA R



