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Contextualizing the Architecture of Church Buildings
in Asia—Reflections and Insights
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[EXRE]

- Architecture- art is the focus embodiment of the time spirit and it
gives the most intuitional vision art effect to the artificial nature. The
church architecture must also embody the time spirit and the local colour,
besides the necessary theological thought .

The church architecture never has a fixed pattern all through the ag-
es,and it is always being in the course of changing and developing. Not
only can this be proved by the keeping changing church architecture styles
in the European church building history,but also it can be understood by
a frondose convictive evidence from Asian church architecture, that is,
since the end of the Second World War many Asian countries have been
constructing their churches one after another which are full of their own
nationality characteristics and age breath, as well as the theology essence
of Christianity. That the indigenization churches bring new life to Asian
Christianity has already been approbated by the world.

But to our abashment, Chinese Christian church which has got self -

determination development more than 50 years almost turn in a blank ex-
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amination paper in the indigenization of Chinese Christian church build-
ing, because they still stick to the unfashionable western old mode. In the
face of the brand ~ - new century,Chmese Christianity ( curcles should recog-
nize the senous 31tuat10n,grasp the oppoﬂhhhty ,’ eewe out boldly and take
an active pa.rt in constructlng the modemlzatlon churches whlch are carved
in our own natlonallty charactenstlcs usmg them to glorify the God, and
also to show the glory of our God s creation’in China.

I bring this article to , birth in the hope of that it will stimulate the

thinking of Christians in China as they contemplate their present places of

worship and fully consider future building projects in the 21st century.
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