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Understanding the Essence of Rudolf Bultmann’s Theology

Rie TERARKF
Zhang Xu Renmin University of China
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Rudolf Bultmann was a great theological master and a prophet
who hears the Word of God. Bultmann made use of vocabulary of
Heidegger’s existential philosophy in interpreting New Testament.
But Bultmann always was not an existential philosopher at all but a
Christian theologian, a New Testament scholar. Characteristic of his
hermeneutic theology is the demythologizing of Christian
eschatology, which was an existential interpretation of mythology in
New Testament. And this kind of interpretation can make men
understand and accept the Kerygma in the modern world. The
Essence of his theology is a’ christology which means that the

eschatological word of God is revealed in the resurrection of Jesus

Christ.
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