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Epistemological Issues in Science and Theology
Dialogue, with references to Hawking’s Cosmology
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This paper explores some fundamental epistemological issues arising
from the dialogue between natural science and Christian theology . Stephen
Hawking’ s quantum gravitational cosmology is drawn upon to provide -a
contemporary focus in the discussion. Hawking’ s is a universe with no
singularity and time is without beginning. For Hawking, the religious im-
plication for such a universe is obvious — “So long as the universe had a
beginning, we could suppose it had a creator. But if the universe is really
completely self — contained, having no boundary or edge, it would have
neither beginning nor end: it would simply be. What place, then, for a
creator?”

The fundamental epistemological issues discussed include: “episte-
mology dualism: are science and religion mutually irrelevant?” , “can sci-
ence disprove or contradict theology?”, “epistemology hegemony: is sci-
ence always right?”, “epistemological suspension: God — of — the —
gaps”, “metaphysical nature of scientific proposal”, and “scientific re-

ductionism” . The paper concludes that proper epistemological understand-
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ing is essential to an open and fruitful dialogue between science and reli-
gion. Moreover, explorations into epistemological issues reflect the true
pature of science as well as religion, since epistemology and ontology are

mtegrﬂll}’ related to each other.
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