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VZestern hermemeutics developed out of the rich tradition of
biblical interpretation, from which we can discover how biblical
hermeneutics had inspired humanism, and how the methodology
of humanism had become integrated into the theological concepts
of Christianity. As a result, biblical hermeneutics could not free
itself from the entanglement between the sacred and the profane.
Meantime , hermeneutics must necessarily involve two fundamen-
tal issues: authority of interpretation and plurality of meaning.
These two issues could only be properly addressed in the forma-
tion of the biblical canon and the various interpretations of the
“sacred word”. ‘

Intrinsically, The Book of Poetryis a classic piece of “secu-
lar /profane” literature. But its interpreters often emphasize its
relationship with primitive religious activities. Apparently, the
elevation of this work to the status of a classic has something to
do with its “religious/sacred” associations. The canonization of
The Book of Poetry and the debate about its rightful status as a
classic typify the problem of authority in interpretati\;e activity.

On the issue of the plurality of meaning, the development of
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hermeneutics within The Book of Poetry is largely one of literary
interpretafion.

The dialogue and comparison between the history of
hermeneutics in the Bible and in The Book of Poetry suggest that
hermeneutics must necessarily be constrained by the secular use
of language and the change of the times. However,
“hermeneutics” is not to be equated with “meaning”. Basically,
the.interpretation of “human language” must remain within its
proper boundaries in order to ultimately approximate “sacred
language”. As for “poetry”, even if it should achieve the status
of .a canon/classic through interpretation, the profundity at-
tributed to its simple poetic expressions would eventually be e-

clipsed by the literary charm of poetry itself.
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