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Abstract

The most important philosophical influence on medieval aesthetic
schools was Neoplatonism, whose most prominent theoretical feature was
Christian mysticism. This tradition transformed the classical literary aesthetic
view of arts as “imitations of nature” by suggesting that they had an
aesthetic value as “imitations of the divine” and elevated the cultural status
of arts. The aesthetics of mysticism is based on its metaphysical scheme that
sees beauty as deriving from and pointing towards the archetype of beauty
in the world of the intellect. Beauty is also known as the Good, and Christian
theologians identify it with the Triune God. In the Christian tradition of
mysticism, God is ineffable. Arts and literature related to the Divine mainly
use three images or metaphors to unveil the teaching of mysticical theology:
illumination, ascension, and union. These correspond respectively to God’s
creation (light descending from above), the human soul on its way to know
God from this world below, and the ultimate end of mystical theology. The
Medieval Gothic churches offer a comprehensive expression of the aesthetics
of mysticism. In their overall tone, mystical artworks exhort one to restrain
earthly physical desires, and lead one to spiritual transcendence. This article
reveals how the mystical tradition constituted an important dimension
of medieval culture, and discusses the aesthetic spirit it produced, before
offering a close reading of specific works and their modern aesthetic value.

Keywords: Mysticism, Neo-Platoinism, Christian Mystical Theology, Medieval
Aesthetics
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SR” 1A CRROGARET RUERAR, ROSCZIk BB AN R S p s iR
HHEHMG, PSSRSO T EE S FEEET, T HS]
A IME

I SR E ] — R TSRS e A 2 2R, EEINAXA
R eEn: “MRBE ORISR AR SR, kX

* AU EF RS — BRI “ ANSBERR AT ESCE SR 5T
7" (20BZJ032 ) %iH, [This research is supported by National Social Science Fund of
China, project “Theories of Creation in the Patristic Tradition: in the Horizon of Man-Nature
Relationship,” Project No.: 20BZJ032.] A3 F 2 A G A2 20184E FH AP A A AT |
019FHHERY: it T 52K R 2 B, HERSSEIMIFATE
I, R T —E B PIERTE A AR A R . AR T bl 2 AR ST 0k
HOTRARIIS n] 225 E . PRbkgte:  CHiBE: IR B PHREH R — AR I
73) . bt FSSEIRIE, 20194, [CHEN Yuehua, Shen mi zhu yi de xue li yuan liu: pu
luo 4 nuo de tai yi ben yuan lun yan jiu (Beijing: Commercial Press, 2019).]

Y Z0l. Rufus M. Jones, Studies in mystical religion (London: Macmillan, 1909),
70-77 ZAEE B AW AR TR B S

PR CRORBA%E) | Fek, O WREE M, 19904, F1405,
[ZHU Guangqian, Z4u guang gian quan ji (Hefei: Anhui Educational Publishing House, 1990),
140.]

YW DI IO BT I B CEPRE KT e AR
SRR ), B EBIIER AR (T EESRER) ) . 200555610,
2599-10371, [PANG Xiyun, “The Theory of the ‘Grandest One’: The ladder With Which
Plotinus Led the Ancient Greek Artistic Theories to the Altar of the Middle Ages,” Journal of’
Shanghai Normal University (Philosophy & Social Science Edition), no. 6 (2005): 99-103.] %
ZARFRIZAREEIZERIG, TR CEPRRIEHREE X ZARIE) , 2 (RS
KR (2R ) 20085531, £858-65T1, [LI Tao, “Plotinus’ Mystic Thoughts
about Art,” Zongyi University Journal/ (Social Science Section), no.3 (2008): 58-65.]
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RIBANZEH P 0 S S ZR MRS, By 7 EMEEEE
FEGORFAN, R E RIS i CEPOKIR . AT
s SRS A Ry e p 20 SO A 4R RS, RIE Pl = A2 1
S kErh, DS R R R SCE RS, RETHE H Al gt s
HASEENE,

i E X EF R

“HRERE X (Mysticism ) HEAHER, PHI7 AL R BT
Frs, RErHhge A% . BP9, HEscik. @ R, wEkE
B BT T HRFTR AR AN B m N Rl A SR B A IR
mAAEBLHE. BESIR. RERNN, &5 & —RESEEINAD
FUL, RS ANNEPCRINEER AT . (FA— M=
HOSERRTT T, AR SOE B R IR AW ik, WD EIE G
Hw ., ERA. e EENES .

AR N MHIETEE, SRE AR ERT M E TE, Blanik
e Z - R E A Ao CJCE B (Eleusis ) , IR#ETENH])
FHEN— RIREE AR T . XMPRISET 5 E A F= ARG
AN— B 2P D EM R EESE . fohy &2 S E A o Bk Sy

' B. McGinn, “On Mysticism & Art,” Daeda/us, no. 132 (2003): 131-134.

P RE N RET PRl (Esotericism ) BY “BEASF” (Occultism) , B
SRX LEHE AR 7 B SVE I - WA E S, ASCIRIRR w42 3 B4
TR A SRR G —MRE R N RMHEET o S0 B - IaIN
FFRI RS, (PUTTHRRATRE ) |, ok MR, dbai: mSEIIE, 20184, 5T,
[Wouter J. Hanegraaff, Western Esotericism: A Guide for the Perplexed, trans. ZHANG Butian
(Beijing: The Commercial Press, 2018), 5.]
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Wrs R, fEH AR A R S, Bl iah A
£ X E BRI E 2 SN A RELEEIE S “RE2H” . @
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MRS TR S0l AR SRy @

WD (Plotinus ) AT EFE WEIE N, #EAN “Fi5
WEN 2", TR T D f T e o © SCERIELE
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B CEPHEEE, U MME X RSN, HEEETZ, FE
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Ry ey ek /R BN S - e S = T S E VAL [ S A b A T =2 N
7, MMAAEENENRRFETESESR, ERREHE—IE0N
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U MHIEHAE (BB ) BEEME (333e) MMM, FrehE 3 S RIER]
(Porphyry) 1 CEPIRERN A SZENE ) ( Porphyry on Life of Plotinus and the
Order of His Books ) sHEEFRA ], MBAOEIT (REBHRE ) ROZITIIE R & R o irar
A EE A EE R AR R E 1R . 2 W Plotinus, £unead, Volume I: Porphyry on the
Life of Plotinus. Ennead 7, trans. A. H. Armstrong, Loeb Classical Library 440 (Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1969), 1-87, 25—,

P SPGB R BT T L BN BRI MGE, 2014
., FeSTILL N, [CHEN Yuehua, Kua wen hua shi ye Zhong de ao gu si ding (Hangzhou:
Zhejiang University Press, 2014), 65{f.]

VRSO (R TRBOEFEIE) . RN ER) 1990F 838, 6
4-1171, [ZHOU Wenbin, “Lun pu luo ti nuo de mei xue si xiang,” Jjourna/ of Soochow
University, no. 3 (1990): 4-11.]

YRR (EFHEHE)  BROE, b BSETIE, 200746, 8
306-307TH 5 [Wilhelm Windelband, Zekrbuch der Geschichte der Philosphie, trans. LUO
Daren (Beijing: Beijing Commercial Press, 2007), 306-307.]

VT, (KEFE) (BTRD ., dbat: A - T - A ZBBIE, 2007
T, 5675677 [QIAN Zhongshu, 7an y7 /uz (Beijing: SDX Joint Publishing Company,
2007), 675-677.]
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SRR CEAT 5 CHERT 28, ¢ (1) EELREZEN M W
B, RANTFEENKE, RAAEER FEEEFNER, &
b EENESE . (2) BENERREHMED . stE IR
R, Wi A HNIRE LAY, f2ZAEE RN (3) LW
SRR LR EFIOZERIERNSE, 185 RMBERNERETE, [
EAT . (4) ZIRHNEAT M2 RAETE S R4 a0
AR, PrDEZ RGN, iEERN (RIESER) FERSE ANIEEER
W, Y (5) RARMORESREAGSE, Pl RELRETURINME
HIPI BRI R (B3ESCEMRaL ), ZEERIAINAEE B KL A 68
BMEEARG ., © (6) LMW EMEEE,

R REFPREFHAUEREEN T WIERNEE. M2
s At EE (CGEEE ) HryHk, RZe AR, mawEeE

VARSI (RLBL%E) , Bek, $13751

P BRI A 2T (EEFRIENEITTE:) . (AR Rt
2R fR) ) 200428107, 2F66-71T0, [WANG Jianda, “On Plotinus’ Method of Return,”
Tongji University Journal (Social Science Section), no.1 (2004): 66-71.]

Y (hLETEHE)Y VI.7.22, = Plotinus, Znnead, Volume VI: 6-9, trans. A. H.
Armstrong, Loeb Classical Library 468 (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1988),
AP | (LES ) YWAEERIEICCHPE, [All texts from Ennead are translated by the
author from the Loeb Classical Library English texts. |

Y (EEYL 9, (IBE).
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HEEEEE. "

EDIRIERE T Z T ARG #isE, RRMIE N LN RS
A RIS (IR ) BIRENHE S, HHELS
AR S BEARNEEE — Y THEIENEAT SR
SN RS B R EATIE . BARMEIAKD . IR E T REZ RIS
o bR M AR EIERN N, o ERTTE—HETY
WIS, RS LR T SRR . X SERIER A TR et A
oy N ER RS, IR ZEDR I AR BTl AR AT .

MRWENEXZEF

T DR VE R 2 e liErh, 2R EZEERZEAE
SRR, TR RS BT R 2B bR. B, — DEEEAREDY
HbPkbA ks, e ZARR TR EE T aled DR RS, @
ZRZFEFELT SRR ESR . M i . N BRI
07 NHENSEWRDT . KB/ EE ST ETGY, Frl—
IFV NS 6 SUS SYSBE N =21 OF T Ly

CRRRL X BT A TT U ZD R B ER B BN AL SOR R B BT

Vi (REEYL 7. 1. 25-27. EZEUAME “BlAB” HIERE “WRRs” —Fhtk
Wy, T 2 ATE AR 22 R

Y (RhEE)L 6. 7. 1418, WHHRISEER P AREE R EELN . WIEREH—
e (iB3E) (L 6) , HtELERWIIRNERS .. BRT A EBNRE
Mg, Fof X H AR AR A RUSE 2 B . e TR DRI NEFTHE, IR
Be. (HERTE Y ROFEFRRRR ) , 2R315-3221,

Y EE) v, TARGE: (REEBLE) , Bek, $420-421T1,
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“BEELE o MR H R R 2T B RR, (A
MIRIIEN B ) =0T — iR, BN AP RARS, Y i
PR R 2R BE B R R Al R ERANRAIRSS, B
& BRI E AR A dr 2R Blan, FRIRMIIN ODEBRIRESE Zry “ok
= EBE AR SR ] DU — PR AL . XA A IR TR
MR ‘sl , ERUEWA— N TS, B E
pitk, SR FRENE T ZEN SSRGS N EERIARE
BT A TR ik, 7 P T SRR, R T
P2 DI R B T IE S .

B A A T0 5 2R F 6 t 22 ) HY DY JK BLJEfE B ( Pseudo-
Inonydhm) IEE R ) (A4KQRH/]Zeakg7f)fﬁ§%@§%§7§%&3@
112, HIoMarZERYN (Erigena) ¥MBAIERIE AR T X,
CRRRLAR T — 44 H AR A TRV T BT AT, PHIKEREE
Wiy Se 7 BUB FEEHmnh & Y, R it P iR i i 2 =
RZp% T BB B

IR FEERHAA A RHIREI SN =My RO L8, 3%
FHEMY, IR B AR NGB A" SRR S E
%, BRIEEEBESE . FESIFEE. MBS B — ke,
st i — P M) 2R R, RRE AR T RIS — )
Mz ERM ARG Z RO To 2 7 B, XOZHARE, 21
MNEZ=Fphgrh EIRH EBRINRER ARG 2RISR, BrAEAZ%
WHR Bt Rk 32" ey e” B R o Rifn, &

Uolgk, BT MDD E BB, TR SR TR S K
TSI (B R IR X WE RS B EREN . DL ERTRES T R
A X W McGinn, 7he Foundations of Mysticism: Origins to the Fifth Century (New York:
Crossroad, 1991), 228-252,

2 Allan D. Fitzgerald and J. C. Cavadini, Augustine through the Ages: An Encyclopedia
(Grand Rapids, Mich.: W.B. Eerdmans, 1999), 578.
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A AERRBAR A, R R ST RSSO DA
Co =P BB EARIRE], RZINERTIE—MAR] L ETENR
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TWIKBUBIBHHEARER (=GRS ) FLIEEACZ0E, AN
= CRIERST o MRIEZESD, SR EN RGN
PG M Kok By, MAOOEZSCBBERRE T okm™  (HE1:17) DUk “B0
Rm—UaaEt ENARNEL” (Fi1:36) o XBRIFMTNREZ
E, ARELEARESHUE R CAERRS AT A BT B BT ARE . FrAA
FRMTE SR R E SR EY, # U AR REDE MR, ¥

VRGN VE DR et IOV T I Bt 5, xS “wiise
77 (IR ATDOX AT RRAOTE ) #5107 T35 BIAY “A] LAY AR
REEHSHNE, mRIEATHENIIRICHEEIEFRETA I, &8
TE, WM A E AU R S| EEA S Raid TR SER” C
EZARCIENIEMR N, “ZRIELERERER, RHARFEE
ERM, WAL LT ZARWSWERIE T B2 &8, hiZ
ST RZARFENRH, BRI ED . MZRABER -, H
FETHEMRFNZE o HETPND: XA EBMEE T InEm®
SCEE M Z AR ZARM L E d A 52 E R B fy 5
{5, B R SR A, "

T IEF IR (Hugue de St-Victor ) BIFANHIAERE TN

i

VKR, Gl ERIEREE, dbnt AE - s - B SEeE, 1998
=, 5699, 1017 CROMAR) , FEini; (18%4) , #5571, [Pseudo-Dionysius, Mstica
theologra, trans. BAO Limin (Beijing: SDX Joint Publishing Company, 1998), 99, 101, 112, 55.]

P RIERY . WOWIKERIE BT (i) |, E51071H,

Y, #106-107T1,

BRI, (PSR | RS, Jo. hEESRIEE R, 1991
&£, E1260, [W.Tatarkiewicz, Mediaeval Aesthetics, trans. CHU Shuowei, et al.(Beijing: China
Social Sciences Press, 1991), 126.].

Y Iy (Rt Bl BRI, 20004F, 5510371,
[LU Yang, Ou zhou Zhong shi ji shi xue (Shanghai: Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences Press,
2000), 103.]
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et SR SRR, HlnEE ., MEATHEEE ., W
HZBE =M R R, BIE 2GR, EEEARRE. M, YEEr
ZARMEBER THE, BELORENKEFBEEARNER, ©
“UETTATIRESE - RSB 1AL EF TR N RS TS, 7 ©
1320 98 2 - F7 (Bonaventura ) X “Hla” B 7 HAE
K5y VUMt MIRE S HESE , IMERAL I Z 206, IR
Z20t, FHNRZOE, BIRIXL 200, mEitkE L, Az
AWM, W2 Erzdt, EAEMAS: FHY. B8R, il
). R, e —PE e FaEar BT, B RS B
ST o @ ZRERDFEITE LEMEMMA, BT
o6, HPWZES T RRZ e, RIbSc 2T 2RSSR, A
TIERR O ERE S UUR BRI RS B A TRt — 20 e B S Rt .
Hh 20 H G B A 2 24 B AR 2 SR Y B S Se RS FE ( Meister
Eckhart) . fEMIER, RN ZARZETE e, mARK
ZETIRAEMM O BRI % EHE R, WA B — U
CEMT, REIEW “—7 . —UIgE s WEEES AR FE “EL
7, A =7 BRI, Mo © bRE ) Al e e 2 i 1 R L
( ‘2ERTHOAREMSH TEHD , XEEH THmoh B 3
N, BPMA-ESENE. T Y M, EEEREET L

Vi (REOXZENMSEY) |, B BESCEHIMRGE, 19994, 55145-149
o [LU Yang, Zhong shi ji wen yi fi xing mei xue (Shanghai: Shanghai Literature and Art
Publishing Group, 1999), 145-149.]

PSR (hittdse) |, BB295 T

Y (AR ), X - s, (PO R ZiE—
PR AR SRR ), AR, dbn AEEHRRE, 20034F, FF152-155T0, [St
Bonaventura, Zzong shi ji de xin ling zhi /ii: Bo na wen tu la shen xue zhu zuo xuan, trans. PU
lin (Beijing: Huaxia Publishing House, 2003), 152-155.]

@ McGinn, 7%e foundations of mysticism, 105.
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W, WIBLMTEA SR, ANETHEE, ARIES “BTHC
HEY” , RS HEERARE. e, R 15 i R ER ekt ASL
RNERTR R HSOZmANRE,. @R EEgRa TS
(ROEEANAITEAD) , EstNEESE, K&, e T hw—Urig
Y, mEE—YEYZhIA a5 2B HER, BT iEgkER b
wAET VA TRENSE, R RRN TS, B
R, Mg, TTHIBE, MR ER, wEiEY, SR15mhE
—, “Br 75Xt (having suffered) , XA EAIARIURER & REE
AR SEI . @

XA R RE S R TR, 2R ZENRE KL
MEE T ERNMEZ R, mEENRSHERSNEE. Z
e S INE Tz AR, BrLLEREL & 2 2R
“RE FINENFIT. “SARERNKRGIHAEADA, i —Fris
PRFIVRIE, SCEZARNEREE F FAETHERNER, miss
At BRI 7 Y RIS L E AR RN T SRR ST . R’
BT LAt . FESCE RS, #RRE I Z 2 “1Rell” 1YiE
=, CEER D) A0 CRET) I8 bl E SO s, © tENAE L,
RSB, ZUPRINER, BT RS, X EEVERL LA,

MMEXSZARER

A AR TS, AP AMARLE Skt b D S 2 B

V' M. O. Walshe, trans., 7%e Complete Mystical Works of Meister Eckhare (New York:
Crossroad Pub. Co., 2009), 68.

? Tbid, 574.

P Wk, wEEL: (BN ), AR BERRHIREE, 20014F, 28350
DA [YANG Huilin, HUANG Jinkai, Ou zhou Zhong shi ji wen xue shi (Nanjing: Yilin Press,
2001), 350.]

7. A Lamm, 7Ze Wiley-Blackwell Companion to Christian Mysticism (Hoboken: J.
Wiley, 2013), 79.
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%), UK oA EA BAR A T2 R B SO . R E BT 40
B, BATDGEINA, W ENEXZELTH=AEEER: JLNE
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MEBEBIREZI G, ERENEEBREE AWM TR, “ B
R, BE—UEEHEPA. 7 (91:9) A KEIRAINDY
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CEALART E, el B LR BT o Bl
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JEME R Ft i il 2 AR X e 2R HE ok iy o -oeeee HM bR EEE A
DM BRI, ERA TS, THERHERMESN—1
HAMS, 7 Y EME LT BRIRIT, TEAMAKR AR RIS —
A, “EIRRT, SEFEn BT BN EM, 2 “AARLE
W7 EE G,

B T AR MR AR B 2 B E SN L,
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FEIMEHERE “FEART” , Ko, RGN —EmthiE
W, NSRRI . @ BT TR RO R R 2 -
AR AR (FSME) mdEEm, M. “XOeEREE -,
WABGRE T K, RETH; XNEFKZ L, RHAEEIE T, &
EET, RAREEEEW., 7 (7.10.16) il “MENHER,
RIIAIRIXOG; AR, et ARk E, 7 i “BE3H, RO

VIERESRMEZL: (RitESEY) | HE38-40TH .

?J. A Lamm, Zhe Wiley-Blackwell Companion to Christian Mysticism, 74.

V(R 7.00.160 ASCHTS BEHT T FESORA: BHTT . (FFER) , B
+EIE, b5 mSEBIE, 20085, R AE——EHH, [St. Augustine, Conféssiones,
trans. ZHOU Shiliang (Beijing: Commercial Press, 2008).]
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REENIF= Z YR a B B A2 R T AERY, XD EARRY A R4
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1020 AR % LA 52 UK 5y (St. Simeon ) X YGHIER G IERZIF
Wi MiNTy “JE” N2ERE, Mg Errfyseds, EAYmTER
e R, AT DR AARARTE b n DRSS BHEZEHOE, X Mp<ilE
KREFEIC. Bz, FREFA L HAERMW A G ErEr 7
B BLATEAE, i AR R SE a5 1B RA R R it .

2. kAt

FEBEETT (IR ) b, BRI E MEaF RS B
WHR”  (Vision at Ostia) o fBAEMEIFLIRRS B 5B E IRV
Y EE, ROTHEEL T — kil E BT 2R ik

AR, AR AKGRBET, BMER - KRAEALG
REAEFSG - RNHAREROFZREETFE,
BT Z A0 R RE B ATRE, 5 AH (24 ) Ak,
R RRE; EMAvHEmE, AZAAEZRTW AR
TS, BT, REERAGEL, aE “FEK
W” o BN T, @Te, BEAIzEGE, —FI
e, AT R¥, LkAmBRALALEEG “FHR” ; £
AL, RAALEZRAR “WIHRFEANET |, EALAE

VELTRAWT e T IS (B SUERRERERTT)
F1120PLF,

P NRHEE - wB5: (TEARIWRIERM—RHESHIRLNTL) , ERE
1%, dbni: hERSREE R, 19844, 5519410, [Benedetto Croce, Zstetica come
scienza dell Espressione e linguistica generale, trans. WANG Tianging (Beijing: China Social
Sciences Press, 1984), 194.]
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RIS, MERFE Y. I, Bk ASaEHid, aE—kE, &
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—7 R (BT E-HPETRIXENETREAZES X, REZ
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R ZAR I R DU T =& Az BE R o AN E O B
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i) CIERE RS ) 8, @ Hpahfsf N RR R InRE =

V(R 9.10.25, B IML. BT IR A SN,

PIET: (EHRET) , B (BREREFF R BUE) , EmE, It
e PEARAKFEH R, 19984, #8312, 31571, [Dante, “Dantis Epistolae,” in 7Ze
Aesthetic Translations by MIAO Lingzhu, Vol. 1, ed. ZHANG an’qi (Beijing: Renmin University
Press, 1998), 312, 315.]
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