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Abstract

The most important philosophical influence on medieval aesthetic
schools was Neoplatonism, whose most prominent theoretical feature was
Christian mysticism. This tradition transformed the classical literary aesthetic
view of arts as “imitations of nature” by suggesting that they had an
aesthetic value as “imitations of the divine” and elevated the cultural status
of arts. The aesthetics of mysticism is based on its metaphysical scheme that
sees beauty as deriving from and pointing towards the archetype of beauty
in the world of the intellect. Beauty is also known as the Good, and Christian
theologians identify it with the Triune God. In the Christian tradition of
mysticism, God is ineffable. Arts and literature related to the Divine mainly
use three images or metaphors to unveil the teaching of mysticical theology:
illumination, ascension, and union. These correspond respectively to God’s
creation (light descending from above), the human soul on its way to know
God from this world below, and the ultimate end of mystical theology. The
Medieval Gothic churches offer a comprehensive expression of the aesthetics
of mysticism. In their overall tone, mystical artworks exhort one to restrain
earthly physical desires, and lead one to spiritual transcendence. This article
reveals how the mystical tradition constituted an important dimension
of medieval culture, and discusses the aesthetic spirit it produced, before
offering a close reading of specific works and their modern aesthetic value.

Keywords: Mysticism, Neo-Platoinism, Christian Mystical Theology, Medieval
Aesthetics
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KT CEB IR B, BICER A AR ERE S SR
3 HREMR . CE R E T ERR SRR, EAS
BRI EE,

MR EME AR R R B RS, BERAEE
REEMN: “WREATEEERTHATTRWERN, Wil AE

*ORPFFER B AR S —RTER N B A RR T RO A e
787 (20BZJ032) &EH). [This research is supported by National Social Science Fund of
China, project “Theories of Creation in the Patristic Tradition: in the Horizon of Man-Nature
Relationship,” Project No.: 20BZJ032.] A 3 BE#H 25 TR 201 84F 15 &1 i i K ELAUFEE |
20194 LR A TR B RIS LI, WP E it EEAE
IE, SRR T —E BBV LE R A T B AR SRR w3 2 A R 22 VR R
BORFANST R R 2R AR . PREEE . (R BOVERIRIRIN . SR IR R — R R
gt) , At BEEIERE, 20194E, [CHEN Yuehua, Shen n17 zhu yi de xue ki yuan liv: pu
Juo ti nuo de tal yi ben yuan lun yan jiu (Beijing: Commercial Press, 2019).]

V%K. Rufus M. Jones, Studies in mpystical religion (London: Macmillan, 1909),
70-77, ZEEER LIACHE LR E R TLE A

VR (REEER) , Bek, G RMBBFHBGE, 1990, F140H.,
[ZHU Guangqian, Ziu guang gian quan ji (Hefei: Anhui Educational Publishing House, 1990),
140]

Y ERBEHHHASCROBRTR . BAE. (BBRRH R #: SHE
S bEopE s ) |, # (LB R AR (AR ER) ) . 20054EE 6,
£%99-103H . [PANG Xiyun, “The Theory of the ‘Grandest One’: The ladder With Which
Plotinus Led the Ancient Greek Artistic Theories to the Altar of the Middle Ages,” Journal/ of’
Shanghai Normal University (Philosophy & Social Science Edition), no. 6 (2005): 99-103.] ¥}
OGN BAERRODTIT, TR AR (BREHBREREmNR) , K (R
R GG RERR) ) 200845231, 5558-65H, [LI Tao, “Plotinus’ Mystic Thoughts
about Art,” Zongji University Journal (Social Science Section), no.3 (2008): 58-65.]
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BREEREEFT RAOHEE . " VR E R0 R 5 R E R
AREHRE , AATEEN S EREREME SRR ZIMY
FAE, HRIMAET % L s B a0 Mg IEE S e ERE. mR
BB T AL SR BB BT S R E, PR T BT R L
HORHEIUE, BEREEH PR ERZHORIFER. RXERBR
TR S E G AT RS AP AR SO BB, AN B BT AR RS
R, A PLCAR B AR R AR B R, R H T S R ERAR
LEE,

Rk ERHE2RA

CHMER" (Mysticism) WA, FEHMRMERLGEEN
B, TETHI M. %, EEER., CHEMER, MMERE
FAUEAR R B R T IR AL RR A E S E R RIS R B 5
MAFEERN, EEEHS. EERE, &6 RS EEREN
B, R E NSRRI R R R R, AT EEER
WERTTN, U EREHARARENFEEE, BEEEYEE
BER, BRA, By FENSES,

“HMERT CHEEE, RAGEHBRETHOMRESH, Flak
BB RMT-MEHAEA R EMME" (Eleusis) , RIZTEHT)
BEN—ATEBANMERE, EERHIE T E AN SRR E
KN—ERERT RN R, M B3 E B8N & h

© B. McGinn, “On Mysticism & Art,” Daedalus, no. 132 (2003): 131-134.

@ R ER” REN WM (Esotericism ) B “IEFMMEL” (Occultism ) , B
KB ST E DR REREAE | A EE. AR R Bk
LR “FEOR SRR CRE EEET o 2R B - IRRR
R (P MMERE) , R MR, L WBEHIEM, 20184, FSH, [Wouter
J. Hanegraaft, Western Esotericism: A Guide for the Perplexed, trans. ZHANG Butian (Beijing:
The Commercial Press, 2018), 5.]
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TR, EEEREMERNE B ERNEE, WW%MMI
ERFER M EENE B EBEEEEERN R O
P REENEERE Y —FR G THANEFEREEE N,
HERRIL T S R A B RS, ?

L ER3E (Plotinus) RFMBEERMWAIGA, WBAE “FH
WRMERZRT, “METThHOHMMEREE” O TEFEIT
B30, iR EUE AR M B4R E - 3B R R RO A 2R I 4
AR S, FE—HLE, FBENEEBEER DB ERNR
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iH: % E, AW ERZ RFER, EESEETZ, £8Mm
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BYWAR, BWHEASE T ERNAREN—BEHEES. OF

VRRIETE (BE) BLEE (333e) MABMME ., FrHHIE T R H L IER
(Porphyry ) 76 (IR AIAFHZEEIEF ) (Porphyry on Life of Plotinus and the
Order of His Books) &AM, MhayEam (R ) B 5B RHN nFFe
A R At AR AR B E R AU . 2 R Plotinus, nnead, Volume I: Porphyry on the
Lifé of Plotinus. Fnnead 7, trans. A. H. Armstrong, Loeb Classical Library 440 (Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 1969), 1-87, B=E,

P 2 A, (BXXCRFRREGT) , FUN: ST REBGE, 2014
4, FeSHPLT . [CHEN Yuehua, Kua wen hua shi ye Zhong de ao gu si ding (Hangzhou:
Zhejiang University Press, 2014—), 65£t.]

Y RM: (RERIREOEEEE) , (FNKEER) 1990EFM, &
4-11E, [ZHOU Wenbm, “Lun pu luo ti nuo de mei xue si xiang,” Journal of Soochow
University, no. 3 (1990): 4-11.]

Y XEWHE: (TERRR) , BERE, U MSMEE, 20074, F
306-307H . [Wilhelm Windelband, Zehrbuch der Geschichte der Philosphie, trans. LUO
Daren (Beijing: Beijing Commercial Press, 2007), 306-307.]

O ogsemE. (FEN) (BB, AL ANE - EE - HA SHEE, 2007
., %675-677H . [QIAN Zhongshu, 72z y7 /u (Beijing: SDX Joint Publishing Company,
2007), 675-677.]

CEELR kT, R (HEBOBEEL) , B206ERT,
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C(LRIRE) WEL M4 BB B E RS R ETEY
BABERM SR 0 R, EEmERniEERRS
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FHNEEBHENEREEREYE: MRNEBHBREZHES
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HMEER LA H CBR K.Y (1) ZEEEREEN—E E
T, EANEABHNE, ERAXREN T BAEESMER, &
EESH#E. () HEMNEREEEMES . stEHE2HY
, 2R ARRE RN, MEERREE25. (3) Bt
EREREREHOBREENE, B0 BRRRNENER, NE
ERG, (4) ZEHWEREFAREEANEEYS., ERBE G
MIAR, LSRR, EENAN (BFESE) hEME NG
BEX, Y (5) HAERNARBREEE, B REIRIE
MRS (BIESCEER ), R R G S A A 6
WERERG, Y (6) BMUEREES,

R REBREFANEAESSHEDEANLSR., 2
KE|HMAEE (FER) Br R, BEBEARE, mEHEE

8 WF B

VaotiE: (RAEEESE)  Fek, F137H,

Y BRSBTS TR GRERESNERAE) . (REKEERGE
GRELER) ) 20044511, 566-71H ., [WANG Jianda, “On Plotinus’ Method of Return,”
Tongji University Journal (Social Science Section), no.1 (2004): 66-71.]

® (HLEE) V1.7.22, % HPlotinus, Zznead, Volume VI: 6-9, trans. A. H.
Armstrong, Loeb Classical Library 468 (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1988),
AT (LS ) ¥ AEERIBEI T B, [All texts from Ennead are translated by the

author from the Loeb Classical Library English texts.]

Y hEE)L6 9, (HE).
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MR EREALEEE
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B2 RFEV THEIEMSER.: HHEESHRG ., HAANK
7. #HEM SRR . BHABREEESH ARG, Frl—
P R AR R B SR SRR

CFAERT BT 70 AT R B BRSO B 2R AT B T IR

Do (JLBEY L 7. 1. 25-27., HEEZ AME “BIER” WIENE RS —HE
i, ﬁ‘ﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁ%*ﬂi@ﬁﬁﬂ‘])@%% SRR

@ (JLEEYL 6. 7. 14-18, BERIZEIERP TR R RELN . WHERLN—
B (Rk) (Le), EitmREFamianthig . IRNEAXEGNE
&, i 2 REER ML R A R B RE ) BN S BB IR S S, 5 R
B, (CPRMAEEREFRIFR) , 5$315-322H,
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Sk, BEFREHTEEMAGGIEHAI AR E R B R RO
IR SR RN ER ., 7 © AT SHEESBN, MRAT
L BREFOHMAEEBEEES,

BER A TS L KB e A2 W Bk BRBEH (Pseudo-
Dionydius ) HIZE(E (R EL )  (Mpstical Theology ) & et 88 HH AL
M2, B oOHLHEZERM (EBrigena) fFMH1ERE AR T X,
‘PR — R EEMMERATEE SR EE ARIT. BIKRER
M REBRRFEERHPANEFRN, Bt ERENESH
JER T 2B BN L.

Bk RBEHR AR REISHN = EHE. JELFES. 2%
EREENE, RHD EFAEANGESH CREET KRS E
B, RERHEMEET  FEEIEFE. R LEEFE —RHE,
@ﬁ-“%ﬁ*ﬂﬁﬁ#wz¢%mﬁm VRAS 12 F+ B ABTE — W AT
Mz FRE MG ER T, T BRI, SR, 2 ATE
44ﬁ§$$ﬁiqﬂjzi+jﬁab&%pLuﬁﬂﬁ&a EREER BRRIIE R, ATDAME A4 fik B AR
B EFHRE B R EEZET CEEZE" . RN, REEMN

VR, EMRE S E AR, WA TR R R HM R
FEFR. Bz ERNE LB BEERW. DL ERRREEH TR
M E 7 RMcGinn, 7Ze Foundations of Mysticism: Origins to the Fifih Century (New York:
Crossroad, 1991), 228-252,

@ Allan D. Fitzgerald and J. C. Cavadini, Augustine through the Ages: An Encyclopedia
(Grand Rapids, Mich.: W.B. Eerdmans, 1999), 578.
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sk BIBAEHTEER AR (2 FRUALAE ) EE/EEEACH R, d6aR At
T “REFE o MRBEELE, “SRESHNEBMEEEMEN
H AR FERARA, RO B TR (FE1:17) PIK “BB
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e, AR NSRRI H CARMEAREN TR EAR EFIE, AR
ERYEEROGRE R M ER Y, HHEAIERE Mg, ©

ZERME AR R E GRS, My W R
B (RSB SEAEE ) BT T EE, MR A T RERIIE
RNEBGHWEE, MElEAREENECHAE R REEMY, 73
BATE, R S EOERREER MR EEED @,
Mo AE GBI ER BRI A, “BIERBAEYMEEE, AEERR
RUEBEHR, RERE LT, EWBESHREERZER EHHES S, B
BE T EEMRWER, EHERTEWE., NMEHWRBR 1K,
HEERWERTFTOEE" . S2EFENR: “BER LHEETING
MROCEEAE BB EARO EE AR R . AR LE A IRE B H B
gy, S E RN R, " ©

BT EJRAITRE R (Hugue de St-Victor ) B 4N AR T W
fEZE. ATRAREARTTRAE, AiE2RERNE, flaniaE . Wi,

VKRBT CRE) , BRIRE, U5 A6 - EE - FA ZHEE, 1998
4E, 599, 101H; (REEEER) , F112H; (4, H55H., [Pseudo-Dionysius, Mystica
theologia, trans. BAO Limin (Beijing: SDX Joint Publishing Company, 1998), 99, 101, 112, 55.]

Y (RREER) , RBKRBEET: (L) , H107H.

YTE L, #106-107H.

YRR (PR RE) | PSR, ALt B E R IGE, 19914F,
2B126 5, [W.Tatarkiewicz, Mediaeval Aesthetics, trans. CHU Shuowei, et al.(Beijing: China Social
Sciences Press, 1991), 126.]¢

P RS (BN RHERE) , e D@ PR AGE, 20004F, 55103H. [LU
Yang, Ou zhou Zhong shi ji shi xue (Shanghai: Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences Press, 2000),
103]

ZF46H8 - 2021FK



BTt EEREEEI
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“HEVEIBURFE R e A O REER R SES, " ©
13142 89 I 40 SC B 7 (Bonaventura ) ¥ “YEM” B T B AN
By WA IRESHENR, IMERRRIR I O, B R
2o, BERIBOE, BMMELZ, WWE@%KEL% MmAE
NHEME, FmE2NURZt, BR UEECE. —Tiﬁﬂ"] B, EE
B, R, e MR CEEMTEL BT, “FFE)'@;EJ:FFT
aEE” o @ g?’fﬁﬁ?ﬁ@)?zf”‘:@ﬁ%\gﬂlgﬁﬁﬂ/‘]ﬂﬂm, JB8 J7 I e
o6, HAWAES THoRZ CHEN:, R XE T ZREMRN, 24
TERMEEHNEERRENRSENAMEE - PRZE S,
H A PR B A R L O e R FE 3 KT R B U IS £ (Meister
Eckhart) . fEMI B, RAMERZ R T2 EFHAORIH, AKX
ZEDRIAEMNM LR EFHRER, EHMER, BE LHE -
CEERET, REIEW “—7 . —UBEZMIERRSARE LR EE
B, B 7 e ImARAY, e Y EWRAE R R EENRIE
( ‘EE'Q'EBBAEEZMEEWQAHE}TEE , BEMEM TR ERN
AE), BREE-RERENME, " C KN, XESREERE
W, HEEMBEAEVE AL, NEFHE, iFARER “BREC

VpEig (REOYEEEREL) , biE. RECERBGE, 19994, 5145149
H. [LU Yang, Zkong shi ji wen yi fu xing mei xue (Shanghai: Shanghai Literature and Art
Publishing Group, 1999), 145-149.]

? PR <<12131£“96¥fﬁ>> oS,

D RREAIRRWENR) BRSO B
RIS R ), EARGE, it m. HEEHRGE, 20034, §9152-155H. [St
Bonaventura, Zzong shi ji de xin ling zhi [ii: Bo na wen tu /a shen xue zhu zuo xuan, trans. PU
lin (Bel jing: Huaxia Publishing House, 2003), 152-155.]

@ McGinn, Z%e foundations of mysticism, 105.
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WERHEEE Y
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bR, " WEHRMA RREMR AT SHATEHN . RER
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(FFR) M CREsK) IR T b £ R SRR, @ TERE L, i
HRZY, #RRER, BFREIFL, BELEERE RREE,

HRERRBHER
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PRSI IE R ERRIIFF IR S (R 4. B, 3FE. 2%

' M. O. Walshe, trans., 7%e Complete Mystical Works of Meister Eckhare (New York:
Crossroad Pub. Co., 2009), 68.

? Tbid, 574.

VBB, WEYL. (BUNREEXEE) , . EBREmGE, 2001, F350
H . [YANG Huilin, HUANG Jinkai, Ov zhou Zhong shi ji wen xue shi (Nanjing: Yilin Press,
2001), 350.]

@7 A Lamm, 7he Wiley-Blackwell Companion to Christian Mysticism (Hoboken: J.
Wiley, 2013), 79.
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VR, (PHAOEE) | F38-40H,

2 J. A. Lamm, 7he Wiley-Blackwell Companion to Christian Mysticism, 74.

(M) 7.10.160 ASCEIGIRES TESORE . BEE T (KiE%) , B
TR, bR . BBEESE, 200858, FHEAE——F, [St Augustine, Conféssiones,
trans. ZHOU Shiliang (Beijing: Commercial Press, 2008).]
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scienza dell Espressione e linguistica generale, trans. WANG Tianging (Beijing: China Social
Sciences Press, 1984), 194.]
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