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Abstract

It is a mistake to read Tolkien's the Zord of the Rings as if it were a
Manichean book, as Tom Shippey does. Tolkien repudiates this ancient heresy
that good and evil are equally powerful, that one can never fully triumph over
the other, indeed, that they are necessary for each other. On the contrary,
Tolkien follows Augustine in showing that evil is privatio boni, a privation
of the Good. In itself, evil is nothing, an emptiness, a vacancy, a total lack of
substance. It is a parasite that lives off its host, the Good. It twists all things
right and true and beautiful into terrible perversions of themselves. As such,
evil accomplishes horrific personal and social evils. It dominates the will of
those who possess it, until it finally devours them. Ildvatar, the god-figure
in the book, refuses to crush such evil by brute force. On the contrary, he
uses the seemingly weak things of the world to destroy the One Ruling Ring
of oppression: the Pity that repudiates all revenge; the faithful friendship of
the Nine Walkers; their refusal to employ the violence and coercion of the
Enemy, lest in so doing they become the Enemy.

Keywords: Manichean, Augustinian, privatio boni, Tolkien, Tom Shippey
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* REICZACHIE S RAERFIIE (R s R EE AR 252 5T 6 5%
Bh) 3285, BHSS 42177020001, FECEAREEE R, HEEITTRAMTT. [The
translation is a result of the scientific research project funded by Beijing Language and Culture
University (Special Funding for Basic Scientific Research in High Education Institutions).
Project No.: 21YJ020001. The translation is revised with the author’s permission. Originally
published as, “Tolkien’s Augustinian Understanding of Good and Evil: Why tde Zord of the
Rings Is Not Manichean,” in 7ree of Tales: Tolkien, Literature, and Theology, eds. Trevor Hart
& Ivan Khovacs (Waco, TX: Baylor University Press, 2007), 65-102, 117-19.]

CARNES L E PRI T XM, IR TR E LR R
{Z{ElE, 2 Ralph Wood, 7he Gospel According to the Lord of the Rings: Visions of the
Kingdom in Midd/le-earth (Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox, 2003),
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@ John Garth, 7olkien and the Grear War: The Threshold of Middle-earth (Boston and
New York: Houghton Mifflin, 2003).
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Y Tom Shippey, 7he Road to Middle-earth: How /. R. R. Tolkien Created a New
Mpythology, revised and expanded ed. (Boston, MA: Houghton Mifflin, 2003), 370n14.

2 Tom Shippey, /. R. R. Tolkien: Author of the Century (Boston, MA: Houghton Mifflin,
2001), 133.

¥ Ibid., 134.
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? G. R. Evans, Augustine on Evil (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge UP, 1994).
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V' G. R. Evans, Augustine on Fvil, 14.

% Ibid., 5.

@ Augustine, Confessions, trans. Henry Chadwick (New York, NY: Oxford UP, 1992), III,
vii, 43.

@ Augustine, Conféssions, Book I1.9, https://www.bartleby.com/7/1/2 huml, accessed
on January 10, 2021.
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LN AR BB EIEM S ERFEER . than, B AR,
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N—CZRTITIF, WHITERIER T & B, hEFIIIER
NABH B AR, (BN ZEIERNRIR, TieHNZ A
e TTIRIEAPE, EHAN | BF R 2EH kT Ik, TietRe
RRFEES, WITEAREEEERZT, me2dEEdMEZ T,

FE/ReRI, mRAEIENGDE, WERaTRNE, el
BrRutE . (L (e AT - i, Samwise Gamgee ) & FLEF
ANFiRAEK BN, BEZMRES 7T ERNXPAR. 78]
Hrenef 23 (Tower of Cirith Ungol ) , MiRIFEE 2 44 IRZEAMBA1HY
BRI, IO ISR e =, (HiAEX 0 E
IE B F R AN TE L R RUCEE . Mt BB —— BT kA B
W . AN, AR TSR A T TRV RS A 2303, M TR
Aoesko fabFit, XgteiiE A ERA e+, E2el]
5 IE AT IHHEE, XEHEHROAEEHOERLERN
N, T2 BB SRk Ie R e B FaxX gk, HIE 1 T IXSEEHI A,
RIS XA B 5 35 2 lAde 1 B XA AU iE RS, (b B R Lo [l ok o
(BIARRXEE, SASA AP IS 7, RAISREEECM
AR ANARZ BRI S, RN S X S T
THN, L eMRRBIR 2 2 WA, et 17 B 5o R A aT
i, REPRBHERTE, TeFRMAIINE B2 =R,

MR —PEENERASREER, IMHTARKEZENE? BBF
BRI NRIECER, USRS AR BTG EIBRAIK PR R, B2
ARG EE R ARATER . BAIESEEE T, R, SRR
A RERFEHINERN] . XA ARG A OB A S — R, MiraRARE
efEs Lan? . AR, EEZENE, BIEC/NEZ
HHEYTIERKEEE, BI2E e EREThHE T ECm
INAE . LI TR, AR BA TR T, BRA S TNTE Rk a4
WG, TR Z 2 ih, HAt NS0 FRATHEEET 257 A Wy
AT FEHEREI 2R — DRSS RS TR/ NEE, 7F
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I — MR ERIm =L RIS, 28 T M RA R E—/ Mgy
HIARPE, EARmTER S EEm k. 7 (901)

A — DU ERIE: £ (BT B, BN IELRE
HJEE EEFEMAEAES, RAW—N—HE 2R EZ S
RS RZS, XU AEWREREBEA N RS, 2% emE
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3 EARTENERE, RIEESHAEIF NS atE EREN o4
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PR EZEEE, H/RERARIENOIREEE, 3BT 2R MK,
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IR I Rl BB I 2 A aris” o X FE/R G R Y e it
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w, Rl AE kR E R # . R R —MUIRRE S | USRI D
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b2 (Cain) JEFAFRE . ARif, RUETRINEIEIG Y AR ar il K 7 A
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MRl AR SR A S BUROPE T, EIERE, Fl, AHCERRE.
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