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Abstract

The “Divine Mandate” of political authority was a dominant idea
throughout Western Europe in the Middle Ages. The origins of theological
discourse on political authority may be traced back to the Bible, as later
systematized by church theologians. Through this process, the divine right
of secular authority was constructed, forming the concept of “royal power
conferred by God.” The divine right of kings became an essential symbol
of the legitimacy of kingship and was one of the political foundations of
royal reign. With the rise of the Holy See, the doctrine of the supremacy
of religious power in the Christian tradition, which advocates the “divine
mandate of religious power,” was also much developed and evolved into a
new theological theory in which religious power is superior to royal power.
As a result, the theological expression of political authority was gradually
transformed into a dual political theory in which clerical authority and
secular authority acted in tandem.

Keywords: Middle Ages, Christianity, Political Authority, Divine Mandate,
Dual Political Authorities

Ha8%E + 2022k



FE il DUBSEEBCEEIR

REFMBB IR TS 5T R W B REE B
ZIEH XL SRR T e PR ER SRR o R
fiE. X—RHENERSIEEH AN E R R H Y] h DR s
A K1 ERCRIZA R A1 R BEE T BB e Y 25
i, oA EREEETHEROEIR. SRR, PURkEE EAB B
2R R B P B SORC L R AR

PH77 52 X — [ A R B AR e R EA S HA S
HINAFRE T ER JO/RE (Walter Ullmann ) FARHBGERCOIE “H
Nk A CE BT MR, B R E” THRREH IR AR
HES%4, EERUPREBAR, BARET, ARG, ¢ i
“HLEMT” MR REESORE BT, 2 bwE NnlZAE
TRIEA, NRBITHMACH” . RIo/RE8ER, SHEM, Hik
MBI CUSEREAESE R, AT ST HE ARSI R e
WA R AT M52, RHS AR T ELOSHEZRAE,
Hemng st sed i BT IR © B, JTOREINAHIE
TR 2T (Joseph Canning ) SERHBHEIAZL/ #HHON TAAVSZAL. b
e, EOBCIRT Bf, miARrgam AR, AR EHEY
HEw FAUR AR R @ Rt A A BB H a5 kb () —
Bikas EERIERARY T ARMOERARSmRS THEH" °.

@ Walter Ullmann, Principles of Government and Politics in the Middle Ages (New York:
Routledge, 2010), 2.

@3 ) KRR IORS: (Rt B BARL ) , EIRAE, mal. RUBEEEHRR
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